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We each began studying the Bible in the King James Version. If we could write this
entire book with the King James Version, we would. However, we want to present the reader
with the best possible explanation of each verse of Scripture.

We have reviewed each verse of Scripture in this book to prayerfully select the Bible
version that we believe will help you to best understand what God is saying to you. In some
cases we have used The New International Version (NIV) when we believe the language in this
particular passage of Scripture will give you more comprehension. In other cases we have used
The Amplified Bible (AMP) when we believe the amplification will explain more to you.

The King James Version (KJV) of the Bible received its name from King James who was
the king of England from 1603 to 1625. King James is considered to have been one of the most
intellectual and learned kings in the history of Great Britain. He is primarily remembered for
authorizing the production of the King James Version of the Bible. This English translation from
Greek and Hebrew is the most printed book in the history of the world with more than one billion
copies in print.

The New International Version (NIV) is the result of the study of a group of
approximately 100 Hebrew and Greek scholars representing more than 20 denominations. This
team of scholars devoted 10 years to complete the NIV translation. The goal of this committee
was to faithfully translate the original Greek, Hebrew and Aramaic biblical text into clearly
understandable English. The NIV is the most widely purchased contemporary Bible today.

The Amplified Bible is the result of the study of a group of Bible scholars who spent a
total of more than 20,000 hours amplifying the Bible. They believe that traditional word-by-word
translation often fails to reveal the shades of meaning that are part of the original Greek, Hebrew

and Aramaic biblical texts.



Any amplification of the original text uses brackets for words that clarify the meaning
and parentheses for words that contain additional phrases included in the original language.
Through this amplification the reader will gain a better understanding of what Hebrew and Greek
listeners instinctively understood.

Scripture quotations marked (KJV) are taken from the King James Version of the Bible.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are taken from The Holy Bible, New International
Version, copyright 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of
Zondervan Publishing House.

Scripture quotations marked (AMP) are taken from The Amplified Bible, Old Testament,
copyright 1965, 1987 by the Zondervan Corporation, Grand Rapids Michigan, or The Amplified
Bible, New Testament, copyright 1954, 1958, 1987 by the Lockman Foundation, LaHabra,

California. Used by permission.
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Introduction

We will begin this book by looking into the first chapter of the first book in the Bible.
The words “God said” are used nine times in this chapter. God spoke the world and everything in
the world into existence. In this book we will explain that the same God Who created everything
on earth by speaking speaks to you throughout every day of your life.

This statement may seem incredulous to you, but we will show you from the Word of
God that God actually is able to speak to every one of the billions of people in the world at the
same time. God wants you to learn how to hear what He is saying to you.

Unbelievers are unable to hear God’s voice. In this book we will study Scripture that will
explain that, if Jesus Christ is your Savior, you have been given the opportunity to hear God’s
voice (If you are not certain that Jesus Christ is your Savior, please stop reading now and turn to
the Appendix at the end of this book). Once you see for yourself that you can hear God speaking,
you then will be ready to learn how to hear God’s voice.

Many Christians do not hear God speaking to them because they do not know what the
Word of God says about hearing God’s voice. You do not need to search your Bible for specific
instructions that tell you how to hear God’s voice. We have done this work for you. We pray that
you will take full advantage of the hundreds of hours we have spent finding these verses of

Scripture, arranging them in an orderly sequence and explaining them to you.



This book is not filled with theological language that is difficult to understand. All
Scripture references that we use are accompanied by a simple and easy-to-understand
explanation. Our goal is to simplify God’s instructions on hearing His voice.

As you study these Scripture references, you will understand the vital importance of
learning how to hear God’s voice. You decide how frequently you will hear God’s voice. If you
learn and obey the specific instructions that God has given to you, you will be able to hear God
speaking to you continually.

We explained just before the Table of Contents that we use three versions of the Bible in
our books — The King James Version, The New International Version and The Amplified Bible.
We use The Amplified Bible much more than the other versions. The reason for this is that you
are given, on the average, approximately 35% more information on each passage of Scripture
through the amplification.

I (Jack) have been using The Amplified Bible since 1975. At that time only The Amplified
New Testament was available. I bought this version of the Bible when I saw it in a bookstore
with an inscription on the cover from Dr. Billy Graham saying, “This is the best Study Testament
on the market. It is a magnificent translation. I use it constantly.”

We would like to give you an example as to why we use The Amplified Bible more than
any other version:

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” (Philippians 4:13
KIV)

“I can do all this through him who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13 NIV)

“I have strength for all things in Christ Who empowers me [I am ready for
anything and equal to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I
am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency].” (Philippians 4:13 AMP)

Please note the tremendous amplification of the original Greek in The Amplified Bible. 1f
you want to meditate on one of these three versions of Philippians 4:13, you will find that there
is much more to meditate on in The Amplified Bible version. We have found that Scripture
references in The Amplified Bible often contain a great deal of additional information that is not
found in other versions of the Bible.

As you read this book, we recommend that you highlight or underline all passages of

Scripture and our explanation that are helpful to you. Write notes in the margin. If you do, you



then will be able to go back through this book after you have read it the first time. You will be
able to carefully study and meditate on important passages of Scripture that you already have
identified.

I (Jack) want to explain why I often use the first person on many occasions in our books.
I write the first two drafts of each book. Judy then adds her valuable input to the next two drafts.
I then write the final two drafts.

I do not want to use the words “I (Jack)” every time that I use a first-person reference. |
will just use the word “I” when I make a personal observation. Any personal observations from
Judy will be clearly identified.

We pray that the scriptural contents of this book and our explanation of this Scripture will
stir up a deep hunger within you to hear God speaking to you every day of your life. We pray
that your life will be transformed as you learn and apply God’s instructions for hearing His

voice.

Chapter 1

God Knows Every Minute Detail about You

Both the Old Testament and New Testament contain many stories of God speaking to
people. God talked to Abraham, Moses, David, Noah and many other people. God did not speak
only to these leaders. The Bible contains other stories of God speaking to people who were not
leaders. God is the same now as He was then. He has not stopped speaking to people. “...I am
the Lord, I do not change...” (Malachi 3:6 AMP)

If God spoke to these people, you can be certain that He will speak to you today. “...God
shows no partiality and is no respecter of persons” (Acts 10:34 AMP)

Some people believe that God is too busy dealing with important matters to be able to
talk to them. They do not understand that God is omnipresent. He is able to talk to billions of
people throughout the world at the same time. “One God and Father of [us] all, Who is above all
[Sovereign over all], pervading all and [living] in [us] all.” (Ephesians 4:6 AMP)

This verse of Scripture explains that God is the Father of every person who has received
Jesus Christ as his or her Savior. God is seated on His throne in heaven where He is above all

and sovereign over all. You also are told that God pervades all. The word “pervade” means to be



spread out. God can be in an infinite number of places at the same time. In addition to being in
heaven, God is spread out all over the world. He lives in the heart of every person who has
received Jesus Christ as his or her Savior.

Latest estimates state that the population of the world is slightly over seven billion
people. Because God is omnipresent, He can talk to billions of people at the same time. Do not
attempt to bring God down to the limitations of your human understanding. God is fully able to
communicate with every person in the world in whatever language or dialect they speak. “Who
among the gods is like you, Lord? Who is like you — majestic in holiness, awesome in glory,
working wonders?” (Exodus 15:11 NIV)

God is mighty, awesome and majestic. Nothing is too difficult for Him. “Alas, Lord God!
Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched
arm! There is nothing too hard or too wonderful for You” (Jeremiah 32:17 AMP)

The same God Who created heaven and earth and every person on earth is ready, willing
and able to speak continually to you. “...He Who forms the mountains and creates the wind and
declares to man what is his thought...” (Amos 4:13 AMP)

The same God Who creates mountains and causes the wind to blow knows exactly what
you are thinking. God knows every minute detail about you. The psalmist David said “O Lord,
you have searched me [thoroughly] and have known me. You know my downsitting and my
uprising; You understand my thought afar off. You sift and search out my path and my lying
down, and You are acquainted with all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue [still
unuttered], but, behold, O Lord, You know it altogether.” (Psalm 139:1-4 AMP)

David understood that God knew when he sat down and when he stood up. David knew
that God understood exactly what he was thinking and that He knew every word he was about to
say before he spoke. “...not a creature exists that is concealed from His sight, but all things are
open and exposed, naked and defenseless to the eyes of Him with Whom we have to do.”
(Hebrews 4:13 AMP)

This verse explains that God knows everything about every person on earth. You can be
certain that the same Almighty God Who created you knows about every minute detail of your
life. God is fully able to speak to you many times each day to give you specific personal advice
that you require in your life.

God actually knows every hair on the head of every one of the billions of people on earth



(see Matthew 10:30). God loves you with incredible unconditional love. If Jesus Christ is your
Savior, God is speaking to you today to guide you, help you and to teach you whatever you need
to know. Do not block yourself from hearing God’s voice by thinking that He is too busy to
speak to you or that He does not care about what is important to you.

You are a unique person. The fingerprints of every person on earth are different from the
fingerprints of every other person. Every person has a different DNA. Your Father will say
things to you throughout every day of your life that He does not say to anyone else. He has
unique individual messages for each and every one of His beloved children.

The psalmist was in awe that the God of the universe actually desires a close and intimate
relationship with every person on earth. He said, “When I view and consider Your heavens, the
work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained and established, what is
man that You are mindful of him, and the son of [earthborn] man that You care for him?” (Psalm
8:3-4 AMP)

The psalmist wondered why God Who created heaven and earth, the moon, the stars and
every other planet and galaxy also cares about the intimate details of the lives of billions of
human beings. As we study more and more Scripture in this book, you will see that God really
does speak to you continually. God knows all about your faults and shortcomings. He loves you
unconditionally regardless of any shortcomings that you may have.

Do not block yourself from hearing God speaking because you think you are not worthy
of hearing His voice. This belief is correct. No one 1s worthy of hearing God’s voice. However, if
Jesus Christ is your Savior, Jesus has paid the full price to enable you to hear God speaking to
you.

In this first chapter we have established a foundation to show you that the same God Who
spoke to people in the Bible speaks to you today. We have explained that God is omnipresent.
He lives in your heart if Jesus Christ is your Savior. He is with you throughout every day of your
life.

The same God Who spoke to people in the Bible is speaking to you today. There is no
question that God is speaking to you. Will you learn how to hear His voice?

In subsequent chapters we will explain in more detail that God does speak to people
continually. We will devote the remainder of this book to show you exactly what God instructs

you to do so that you will be able to hear what He is saying to you.



Chapter 2
You Are Able to Hear God Speaking to You

In the last chapter you learned many important scriptural truths about God’s supernatural
ability to speak at the same time to every person in the world. In this chapter we will look into
the holy Scriptures for more specific information pertaining to God’s desire to speak continually
to you. We will explain the importance of you learning how to consistently hear His voice.

Unbelievers cannot hear God’s voice. Their sins have blocked them from being able to
hear God’s voice. “...your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, and
your sins have hidden His face from you...” (Isaiah 59:2 AMP)

The sins of unbelievers are a spiritual barrier that separates them from God. If you
receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, the barrier that blocked you from hearing God’s voice is
taken away. “...if any person is [ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new
creature altogether); the old [previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold,
the fresh and new has come!” (II Corinthians 5:17 AMP)

The word “ingrafted” in the amplification of this verse means to become one with. When
you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, you become one with Him. The enormous price that
Jesus paid at Calvary has cleansed you from all sin. You become a brand new person in the
spiritual realm. You now are able to hear the voice of God.

All sins that you have committed in the past have disappeared from the consciousness of
God. Your loving Father has forgotten every sin that you have ever committed, no matter how
severe this sin might have been. God said, “For I will be merciful and gracious toward their sins
and I will remember their deeds of unrighteousness no more.” (Hebrews 8:12 AMP)

From God’s perspective you are just as clean before Him as Jesus is. God looks at you as
if you had never sinned. If Jesus Christ is your Savior, there is absolutely no question that you
have been given the ability to hear the voice of God. “Whoever is of God listens to God. [Those
who belong to God hear the words of God.]...” (John 8:47 AMP)

If Jesus is your Savior, you belong to God. You can hear exactly what He is saying to
you. Jesus said, “...To you it has been given to know the secrets and mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it has not been given.” (Matthew 13:11 AMP)

You receive many wonderful blessings when you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior.



Jesus explained that you will “know the secrets and mysteries of the kingdom heaven” if He is
your Savior. You will know great spiritual truths that unbelievers have no way of knowing.

If Jesus is your Savior, God is speaking to you many times throughout every day of your
life. God “...speaks not only once, but more than once, even though men do not regard it...” (Job
33:14 AMP)

God’s words fall on deaf ears in the lives of many Christians because they do not
understand that God is speaking to them. These Christians do not know how to hear what God is
saying. God said, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears and listens to and
heeds My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will eat with him, and he [will eat]
with Me.” (Revelation 3:20 AMP)

God wants you to hear what He is saying to you. You will hear His voice if you learn
what His Word instructs you to do to hear what He is saying to you. Jesus said, “He who has ears
to hear, let him be listening and let him consider and perceive and comprehend by hearing.”
(Matthew 11:15 AMP)

If Jesus Christ is your Savior, you do have ears to hear. There is so much that God wants
to say to you if you will learn how to hear His voice.

God often emphasizes through repetition. Jesus repeated the same words shortly after the
statement He made in Matthew 11:15. Jesus said, “He who has ears [to hear], let him be listening
and let him consider and perceive and comprehend by hearing.” (Matthew 13:9 AMP)

Jesus has emphasized through repetition so that you will listen to God and learn from
Him. Do not be one of the many Christians who have been given the ability to hear God’s voice
but never hear what God is saying.

Many Christians make a major mistake because they do not take advantage of the
magnificent opportunity that they have been given to hear God speaking to them. Jesus said, “...
Be careful what you are hearing. The measure [of thought and study] you give [to the truth you
hear] will be the measure [of virtue and knowledge] that comes back to you — and more [besides]
will be given to you who hear.” (Mark 4:24 AMP)

When Jesus spoke of being careful about what you are hearing, He referred to
consistently hearing the Word of God instead of constantly listening to things in the world. If
you do, you will receive magnificent spiritual knowledge, understanding and comprehension.

The more you learn, the more you will be able to learn. Do not make the mistake of consistently



listening to the things of the world and blocking out the great things that God wants to say to
you.

When you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, you receive the spiritual eyes and spiritual
ears of the hidden person of the heart who lives inside of you (see I Peter 3:4). When you read
the Bible, you are able to understand what God is saying to you even though you could not
understand the holy Scriptures before you were saved. You can understand because of the
spiritual discernment that you were given when Jesus became your Savior.

If you have been a Christian very long and you have consistently studied the Word of
God, you know that what we are saying is true. You know that you are able to understand what
God is saying in His Word when you could not understand the Bible before you were saved. This
same principle applies to your spiritual ears. You have been given the ability to hear God’s
voice. Make learning how to hear God’s voice a top priority in your life.

God gave you a precious gift when He gave you the ability to hear His voice. You did not
earn this gift. You do not deserve this gift. This gift has been given to you by the grace of God,
the love of God and the enormous price that Jesus Christ paid for you when He shed His precious
blood for you and took your sins upon Himself.

You will not hear God’s voice automatically because you are saved. You must learn Zow
to hear what God is saying to you. This book is filled with Scripture that will explain exactly
what you should do so that you will be able to hear God speaking to you throughout every day
and night of your life.

Chapter 3

Learn How to Hear God’s Voice

In this chapter you will learn from God’s Word that, if Jesus Christ is your Savior, God is
your loving Father. You are His beloved child. You will learn that God wants you to hear His
voice and how much your life will be changed if you learn how to consistently hear what your
Father is saying to you. God said, “...I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and
daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” (II Corinthians 6:18 AMP)

Jesus paid an awesome price so that you can be a member of the family of God. “...you

are no longer outsiders (exiles, migrants, and aliens, excluded from the rights of citizens), but



you now share citizenship with the saints (God’s own people, consecrated and set apart for
Himself); and you belong to God’s [own] household.” (Ephesians 2:19 AMP)

Please note the words “you belong to God’s own household” in this verse and the
amplification. You are not an outsider any more. God loves you so much that He has made it
possible for you to be His beloved child. “See what [an incredible] quality of love the Father has
given (shown, bestowed on) us, that we should [be permitted to] be named and called and
counted the children of God! And so we are!...” (I John 3:1 AMP)

Whenever you think of God, think of Him as your loving Father. “...to all who did
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God —
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God.” (John 1:12-13 NIV)

You were born into the family of God, not through natural birth as you were born to your
earthly parents, but as a result of the tremendous sacrifice that Jesus made for you. God loves
you so much that He has made it possible for you, with all of your faults and shortcomings, to
actually become a member of His royal family. Jesus paid the full price to cleanse you from
every sin that you have ever committed. All Christians are “...blameless and guileless, innocent
and uncontaminated, children of God without blemish (faultless, unrebukable)...” (Philippians
2:15 AMP)

God looks at you as “blameless, faultless and without blemish.” You saw in the last
chapter that God has forgotten all of your past sins (see Hebrews 8:12). He does not want you to
remember them. You are His cleansed and innocent child. “...in Christ Jesus you are all children
of God through faith.” (Galatians 3:26 NIV)

Please note the word “all” in this verse of Scripture. Every person who has received Jesus
Christ as his or her Savior is a son or daughter of God. You can be certain that you really are
God’s child. “...because you [really] are [His] sons, God has sent the [Holy] Spirit of His Son
into our hearts, crying, Abba (Father)! Father!” (Galatians 4:6 AMP)

The word “Abba” in this verse is similar to the word “Daddy” in the English language.
God is your “Daddy.” He speaks to you lovingly just as loving parents on earth speak to their
children. He definitely wants you to learn how to hear everything that He is saying to you.

Your Father wants to give you loving guidance each day just as loving parents on earth

guide their children and help them. All that your Father asks is that you learn how to hear what



He is saying to you. God said, “Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in
My ways!” (Psalm 81:13 AMP)

Just as God wanted the Israelites to listen to Him and to obey His instructions, your
Father wants you to listen to Him and to obey His instructions. Do you believe that the God of
the universe really speaks to you every day of your life? If you do believe this great spiritual
truth, you should be highly motivated to learn exactly what God instructs you to do to hear what
He is saying to you.

Do you have a deep, strong and fervent desire to hear what your Father is saying to you?
If you answer this question affirmatively, you will be in a spiritual position where you will be
able to learn how to hear what God is saying to you.

There is a definite relationship between the degree of your desire to hear God’s voice and
how often you will hear what He is saying to you. You should place the same emphasis on
hearing what God says as Job did when he said, “I have not gone back from the commandment
of His lips; I have esteemed and treasured the words of His mouth more than my necessary
food.” (Job 23:12 AMP)

You will starve if you go indefinitely without eating food. Hearing God’s voice is more
important to you in the spiritual realm than feeding your body is in the natural realm. Give
hearing God’s voice the high priority that it deserves.

Learning how to hear God’s voice is an absolute necessity. Sometimes just one thing that
God will say to you will transform the remainder of your life. We make this statement from
personal experience.

Make the quality decision that you will pay the price to learn all of the scriptural
instructions that will enable you to hear everything that God is saying to you. Assume that God
only speaks to you 5 times each day. We can tell you from personal experience that God speaks
much more often than 5 times each day. However, if you multiply 5 by 365 days in a year, you
will see that God speaks to you more than 1,800 times each year.

Using these figures, you can see that God will speak to you almost 200,000 times in a 10-
year period. Think of how much longer you have to live based on normal life expectancy for
your age. Understand the tens of thousands of times that you will hear God speaking to you if
you learn how to hear His voice.

Do not make the mistake that many Christians make of putting anything ahead of



learning how to hear the voice of God. The more that you hear God’s voice, the more you will
want to hear what your Father is saying to you.

The scriptural principles that we will explain in this book are life-changing. You cannot
even begin to comprehend the transformation that will take place in your life if you learn how to
hear what God is saying to you. There will not be any resemblance between your life before you
heard God’s voice and your life after you consistently hear God speaking to you.

You will experience meaning and fulfillment in your life that is beyond comprehension
when and if you are able to hear God speaking to you several times each day. There are no words
in our human vocabulary that can describe the magnificent blessing that you will receive if you

consistently hear God speaking to you throughout the remainder of your life.

Chapter 4
God Will Teach You and Encourage You

Your Father has tremendous compassion for you and for all of His other children. “It is
because of the Lord’s mercy and loving-kindness that we are not consumed, because His [tender]
compassions fail not. They are new every morning...” (Lamentations 3:22-23 AMP)

Your Father is kind, loving and merciful. He has continual compassion for you. If you
wonder why God desires to speak to you, you must understand that God loves you just as much
as He loves His Son. Jesus said, “...You have loved them [even] as You have loved Me.” (John
17:23 AMP)

Jesus said these words to His disciples. God loves you just as much as He loved Jesus and
just as much as He loved His disciples. Every aspect of your life should be solidly anchored on
your deep and constant awareness of God’s incredible love for you. “...I pray that you, being
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that
surpasses knowledge — that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”
(Ephesians 3:17-19 NIV)

Please note the words “surpasses knowledge” in this passage of Scripture. The apostle
Paul prayed that the Ephesians would grasp the magnitude of the love of Christ. This same love

is available to you. Your faith in God should be deeply rooted in your awareness of His love for



you. “Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you
will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” says the Lord, who has compassion
on you.”(Isaiah 54:10 NIV)

God’s love for you is so great that nothing can shake His love. Even though you face
problems that are so powerful that the magnitude of these problems could shake mountains and
remove hills, nothing can cause God’s love for you to vary in the slightest. You can have deep,
strong and unwavering faith in your Father’s love for you.

Your Father’s love for you is much greater than the love that any human parent has for
his or her children. Do you talk often with the people you love the most? Of course you do. God
is no different. He speaks to you often because He loves you.

Your Father will guide you and help you when He talks to you. He loves you so much
that He has given you His Book of Instructions, the Bible, to encourage you. “...whatever was
thus written in former days was written for our instruction, that by [our steadfast and patient]
endurance and the encouragement [drawn] from the Scriptures we might hold fast to and cherish
hope.” (Romans 15:4 AMP)

Your Father has given you the Bible to help you to be patient and persevering. He has
given you the Bible to encourage you. The next verse goes on to refer to your Father as “...God
Who gives the power of patient endurance (steadfastness) and Who supplies encouragement...”
(Romans 15:5 AMP)

When you face seemingly severe problems, your Father will help you. He will encourage
you. The Bible speaks of ““...God, Who comforts and encourages and refreshes and cheers the
depressed and the sinking...” (I Corinthians 7:6 AMP)

If you are tempted to be discouraged and depressed, God will comfort you and encourage
you. You will receive His comfort and encouragement if you learn how to hear His voice.

Jesus Christ is your example in every area. Jesus said, “I am able to do nothing from
Myself [independently, of My own accord — but only as I am taught by God and as I get His
orders]...” (John 5:30 AMP)

Jesus knew that He could overcome the difficult problems He faced only to the degree
that He was taught by God. As Jesus heard His Father’s voice, He was able to do what God
instructed Him to do. If you are able to hear God’s voice, your Father will teach you just as He

taught Jesus. Jesus said, “...they shall all be taught of God [have Him in person for their



Teacher]....” (John 6:45 AMP)

Please note the word “all” in this verse. This word includes you. God is your Teacher. He
speaks to you continually telling you exactly what you should do. God said, “...I am the Lord
your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way you should go.”
(Isaiah 48:17 NIV)

God teaches you by speaking to you. He directs you by the words that He speaks to you.
The following prophetic words that Isaiah spoke regarding Jesus Christ apply to your life today
if Jesus is your Savior. “...He wakens Me morning by morning, He wakens My ear to hear as a
disciple [as one who is taught].” (Isaiah 50:4 AMP)

God taught Jesus throughout His earthly ministry from early in the morning until late at
night. Your Father will teach you throughout every day and night of your life. He said, “I [the
Lord] will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with My eye
upon you.” (Psalm 32:8 AMP)

If you truly believe that God will teach you, you should praise Him and thank Him
continually. You should be like the psalmist who said, “My lips shall pour forth praise [with
thanksgiving and renewed trust] when You teach me Your statutes.” (Psalm 119:171 AMP)

The Bible is God’s Book of Instructions. God is your Teacher. Praise your Father and
thank Him for teaching you.

Jesus did not pursue personal desires during His earthly ministry. He based every aspect
of His life on what His Father taught Him. Jesus said, ““...I do nothing of Myself (of My own
accord or on My own authority), but I say [exactly] what My Father has taught Me.” (John 8:28
AMP)

Please note that Jesus said and did exactly what God taught Him to say and do. Jesus is
your example. You will be blessed abundantly if you hear what God is teaching you and you
obey His instructions.

Your Father wants to you to be humble and teachable. He wants you to hear what He is
saying to you. Learning to hear God’s voice is vitally important to you.

In this chapter we have studied Scripture explaining how much God loves you, that God
will encourage you and that God will teach you. In the next chapter we will look into the Word
of God for additional information that will show you exactly how your Father will help you if

you learn how to hear His voice.



Chapter 5
God Will Guide You Continually

In the following verse of Scripture you will see that God promises to be both your
Teacher and your guide. ““...your Teacher will not hide Himself any more, but your eyes will
constantly behold your Teacher. And your ears will hear a word behind you, saying, This is the
way; walk in it, when you turn to the right hand and when you turn to the left.” (Isaiah 30:20-21
AMP)

When this verse speaks of your ears hearing a word behind you, the word “behind” refers
to the Old Testament primarily emphasizing that God is with you at all times. The New
Testament emphasizes that God is in you. If Jesus is your Savior, your Teacher lives in your
heart. He speaks from within you, not from outside of you.

This verse says that God will tell you when to turn to the right and when to turn to the
left. He will speak to you continually to guide you throughout your life on earth. “For this God is
our God forever and ever; He will be our guide [even] until death.” (Psalm 48:14 AMP)

God promises to guide you throughout your life right up to the day that you die and go to
be with Him in heaven. If you learn how to hear God’s voice, you will receive constant guidance
from Him. “The steps of a [good] man are directed and established by the Lord when He delights
in his way [and He busies Himself with his every step].” (Psalm 37:23 AMP)

Once again God promises to direct your steps. Your Father delights in helping you. He
“busies Himself” with every step that you take. There is no question that God will guide you and
help you. The psalmist understood this great spiritual truth. He said, “...I am continually with
You; You do hold my right hand. You will guide me with Your counsel...” (Psalm 73:23-24
AMP)

Little children are secure when one of their loving parents guides them across a busy
street by holding their hands. This same principle applies to your life today. Your heavenly
Father will hold your hand in the spiritual realm just as He held the hand of the psalmist many
years ago.

God promises that He is always with you. You should trust Him to guide you just as little
children trust their loving parents. “A man’s mind plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps

and makes them sure.” (Proverbs 16:9 AMP)



Trust God to direct your steps throughout every day of your life. Turn away from selfish
desires. Learn to hear what God is saying to you. “...the Lord shall guide you continually...”
(Isaiah 58:11 AMP)

Please note the word “continually” in this verse. God guides you by speaking to you. He
will speak to you continually, telling you exactly what to do, when to do it and how to do it.

God directed Jesus throughout His earthly ministry by speaking to Him continually. God
will direct you the same way. “He delivers the afflicted in their affliction and opens their ears [to
His voice] in adversity.” (Job 36:15 AMP)

Please note that God promises to open your ears to hear His voice when you face
adversity. Are you facing difficult problems? Expect God to speak to you. Listen to what He is
saying to you. Do what He instructs you to do. God knows exactly what to do when you do not
know what to do. He will help you when you face adversity (see Psalm 121:2, Isaiah 41:13 and
Hebrews 4:16 and 13:6).

The Bible also teaches that God will give you the right words to say when you need them.
When you face adversity and you do not know what to say, God knows exactly what to say. The
following words that He spoke to Moses apply to your life today. God said, “Now therefore go,
and I will be with your mouth and will teach you what you shall say.” (Exodus 4:12 AMP)

When Moses was first appointed as the leader of Israel, he felt incapable of carrying out
some of his duties. God assured Moses that He was with him and that He would speak to him
and through him. You can trust God completely to give you the words that you need when you
need them. “...from the Lord comes the [wise] answer of the tongue.” (Proverbs 16:1 AMP)

God will speak to you and through you by giving you the exact words that you need
when you do not know what to say. Jesus said, ““...do not be anxious about how or what you are
to speak; for what you are to say will be given you in that very hour and moment, for it is not
you who are speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you.” (Matthew 10:19-20
AMP)

You do not have to worry about what to say when you face a difficult challenge. God will
speak through you. Open your mouth. Trust God to speak through you just as He promises.

I have enjoyed this magnificent experience many times in my life. I cannot tell you how
many times I have heard myself speaking words that I had no knowledge of beforehand. My

human vocabulary is insufficient to explain how excited I have been on numerous occasions



when I knew that the God of the universe was speaking through me.

God speaks through you by the Holy Spirit. You can trust God to give you the exact
words that you need. Open your mouth. Allow the Holy Spirit to speak through you. Trust Him
completely to give you the exact words that you need. As this process continues over a period of
months and years, you will turn more and more to the Holy Spirit. You will trust Him to speak in
you, to you and through you.

God cares about every minute detail in your life. When you do not know what to do, you
can go to your loving Father to ask Him for the wisdom that you need. “If any of you is deficient
in wisdom, let him ask of the giving God [Who gives] to everyone liberally and ungrudgingly,
without reproaching or faultfinding, and it will be given him.” (James 1:5 AMP)

Please note that God promises to give wisdom to everyone. The word “everyone”
includes you. God will not withhold His wisdom from you because of mistakes that you have
made. If you have a humble and teachable heart, God will not find fault with you. He will give
you wisdom.

We live in uncertain times. We do not know what will happen in the future. However, if
Jesus Christ is your Savior, the Holy Spirit Who lives in your heart knows exactly what will
happen in the future. Jesus said, ““...when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes,
He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth). For He will not speak His own
message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will
give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the
things that are to come [that will happen in the future].” (John 16:13 AMP)

You can be certain that the Holy Spirit Who lives in your heart knows exactly what will
happen in the future. He will tell you what to do. Trust Him completely to guide you. Do what
He instructs you to do.

In this chapter we have studied several verses of Scripture to assure you that God will
guide you. You have seen that God promises to guide you when you face adversity. You have
seen that God will give you the answer you need when you do not have the answer. You have
seen that God will give you wisdom. You have seen that the Holy Spirit will speak to you and

give you important information about what will happen in the future.



Chapter 6
Expect to Hear God Speaking to You

In the first five chapters of this book you have learned that God is omnipresent. He is able
to have individual conversations with billions of people all over the world at the same time. If
Jesus Christ is your Savior, you can be certain that the same God Who created you and every
other person and everything in the universe is talking to you throughout every day of your life.

If Jesus is your Savior, God is your Father. You are His beloved child. He loves you
unconditionally regardless of any faults or shortcomings that you may have (Please go now to
the Appendix at the end of this book if you are not certain that Jesus Christ is your Savior.)

You have learned that God will teach you, guide you, encourage you and help you as He
talks with you. Now that you have learned what God will do in regard to speaking to you, we
will explain how you can learn to hear God’s voice.

God speaks continually to every one of His children. Many of God’s children are not
listening. You decide whether you will hear God speaking to you or not. There is a direct
relationship between believing that God really does speak to you and hearing God’s voice.

You should expect to hear God’s voice. You have read many verses of Scripture in this
book that assure you that God does speak to you. Do not block yourself from hearing the
precious words that God speaks because of doubt and unbelief. ““...brethren, take care, lest there
be in any one of you a wicked, unbelieving heart [which refuses to cleave to, trust in, and rely on
Him], leading you to turn away and desert or stand aloof from the living God.” (Hebrews 3:12
AMP)

These words that were spoken to members of the early church apply to your life today.
Do not turn away from hearing God because of unbelief. Know that God does speak to you
continually. Jesus said, “...it shall be done for you as you have believed....” (Matthew 8:13
AMP)

Your faith that God really does speak to you often is the determining factor in hearing
God’s voice. You should follow the advice of the psalmist David who said, “Wait and hope for
and expect the Lord; be brave and of good courage and let your heart be stout and enduring. Yes,
wait for and hope for and expect the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14 AMP)

This verse begins and ends with the same instructions telling you to expect the Lord. You



should expect God to do what He promises to do in every area of your life, including speaking to
you continually. You should be like the psalmist who said, “I will listen [with expectancy] to
what God the Lord will say...” (Psalm 85:8 AMP)

Once again you are instructed to expect God to speak to you. Your faith that God is
speaking to you is very important. The determining factor in regard to hearing God’s voice often
is your expectation that God will speak to you.

We see an example of this principle in the following story about God speaking to a young
boy named Samuel who eventually became a prophet. Samuel had been talking to a man named
Eli. After their conversation, Samuel lay down on his bed. “...Samuel was lying down when the
Lord called, Samuel! And he answered, Here I am. He ran to Eli and said, Here I am, for you
called me. Eli said, I did not call you; lie down again. So he went and lay down.” (I Samuel 3:3-5
AMP)

The Lord spoke to Samuel, but Samuel thought that Eli had spoken to him. He went back
to bed. “And the Lord called again, Samuel! And Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, Here
am I; you did call me. Eli answered, I did not call, my son; lie down again. Now Samuel did not
yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord was not yet revealed to him.” (I Samuel 3:6-7
AMP)

God spoke to Samuel a second time. Samuel again thought that Eli was speaking to him.
“And the Lord called Samuel the third time. And he went to Eli and said, Here I am, for you did
call me. Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli said to Samuel, Go, lie
down. And if He calls you, you shall say, Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening. So Samuel
went and lay down in his place.” (I Samuel 3:8-9 AMP)

Eli told Samuel that he was hearing the Lord, not him. Finally, Samuel expected God to
speak to him. “And the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, Samuel! Samuel! Then
Samuel answered, Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.” (I Samuel 3:10 AMP)

You should have this same expectancy. Know that God is speaking to you many times
throughout every day of your life. Say to Him, “Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening.”

Your Father will bless you abundantly if you consistently expect Him to speak to you.
“Hear instruction and be wise, and do not refuse or neglect it. Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be
envied) is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at the posts of my

doors.” (Proverbs 8:33-34 AMP)



If you are wise, you wi// listen to what God is telling you. You will not neglect hearing
what He is saying. God blesses every one of His children who obey His instructions to listen
every day for His voice.

The words that King Solomon spoke to his son in Proverbs 8:33-34 apply to your life
today. Please note the use of the word “daily” in this passage of Scripture. Your Father
emphasizes the importance of listening for Him to speak to you throughout every day of your
life. God said, “Incline your ear [submit and consent to the divine will] and come to Me; hear,
and your soul will revive...” (Isaiah 55:3 AMP)

When you incline your ear toward God, you expect to hear Him speaking to you. Your
life will be transformed if you consistently hear God’s voice. Every aspect of your life should
revolve around your absolute certainty that God really does speak to you throughout each day of
your life.

God searches the world continually looking for His children who expect to hear His
voice. “For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth to show Himself
strong in behalf of those whose hearts are blameless toward Him...” (Il Chronicles 16:9 AMP)

This verse applies to many areas of your life, but it does include hearing what God is
saying to you. God is very interested in your learning how to hear what He is saying. He said,
“Call to Me and I will answer you and show you great and mighty things, fenced in and hidden,
which you do not know (do not distinguish and recognize, have knowledge of and understand).”
(Jeremiah 33:3 AMP)

Your Father will show you great and mighty things throughout each day of your life if
you expect to hear Him speaking to you. God created you to hear His voice. Your Father does
not want you to go through life trying to figure everything out with the limitations of your human
understanding. He wants you to learn how to hear what He is saying and then to do what He
instructs you to do.

Most human beings are focused on what is taking place in the world. Hearing God’s
voice does not come naturally to us. This book is filled with numerous scriptural instructions that
will enable you to hear what God is saying to you.

God has done His part. He speaks to you continually. He has given you specific
instructions telling you how to hear what He is saying. You must do your part. You should be

highly motivated to learn and obey these instructions that God has given to you.



If you can understand the immensity of the privilege that you have been given to actually
hear the Creator of the universe speaking to you, learning how to hear what God is saying will
have a very high priority in your life. You should be willing to pay a significant price to study
and meditate on God’s specific instructions about hearing His voice.

Hearing God’s voice is somewhat analogous to the ability to tune in to a radio or
television program. At this very moment many radio stations and television channels are
broadcasting in the atmosphere around you. You can only hear these voices if you know how to
tune in to a designated frequency on a radio station or a specific television channel.

You probably have experienced trying to tune in to a radio station and hearing a lot of
static. The static in the spiritual realm comes from the things of the world that draw your
attention away from being able to tune into and hear God’s voice. The static in the spiritual realm
often comes from Satan’s demons doing everything that they can to influence you to pursue
other goals so that you will not pay the price of learning how to tune in to the voice of God.
“Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; guard her, for she is your life.” (Proverbs 4:13
AMP)

This verse applies to instructions in the Bible. These instructions also include learning
how to hear God’s voice. Hold tightly onto the scriptural instructions that we are giving you in
this book. Make a firm commitment to learn and to obey God’s specific instructions in regard to
hearing His voice. Your life will be transformed if you do.

You learn how to hear God’s voice progressively. The more you hear God’s voice, the
more you will desire to hear God’s voice. As the days turn into weeks, the weeks turn into
months and the months turn into years and you learn and obey the specific instructions that God
has given to you, you will find yourself hearing His voice more clearly throughout every day of

your life.

Chapter 7
Intimacy with God and Hearing God’s Voice
In this chapter we will look into God’s Word for additional information that will help you

to hear God speaking to you. The one question that Christians ask above every other question in

this area is how they can be certain that the voice they hear is the voice of God.



Jesus Christ gave us the answer to this question when He said, “...he who enters by the
door is the shepherd of the sheep. The watchman opens the door for this man, and the sheep
listen to his voice and heed it; and he calls his own sheep by name and brings (leads) them out.
When he has brought his own sheep outside, he walks on before them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. They will never [on any account] follow a stranger, but will run
away from him because they do not know the voice of strangers or recognize their call.” (John
10:2-5 AMP)

You can clearly identify the voice of God just as sheep know the voice of their shepherd.
Sheep are inadequate in many areas. They live by instinct. They trust their shepherd completely.
They know his voice based on a long and close relationship with him. They do what their
shepherd tells them to do.

If you truly have an intimate relationship with God, you will know His voice. Jesus
explained this principle when He said, “The sheep that are My own hear and are listening to My
voice; and I know them, and they follow Me.” (John 10:27 AMP)

If Jesus is your Savior, He is your Shepherd. Because Jesus is your Shepherd, you can be
certain that you can hear Him speaking to you just as sheep know the voice of their shepherd.

A sheep that has been part of a flock for many years can hear the voice of its shepherd
much more clearly than a newborn lamb. This same principle applies to hearing God’s voice. If
you have spent many years drawing closer to God, you will hear His voice more clearly than a
Christian who has spent little or no time drawing close to God.

There is a direct relationship between how well you know another person in the world
and your ability to identify this person’s voice. Please stop and think of the members of your
immediate family and other people who are close to you. If you receive a telephone call from any
of these people, they do not have to identify themselves. You do not need caller ID. You will
instantly know the voice of each of these people because of your intimate long-term relationship
with them.

This same principle applies to hearing God’s voice. You should become more familiar
with God’s voice than you are with the voice of any person in the world. If you consistently draw
closer to God, you will have no doubt that the voice you are hearing is the voice of God.

Some Christians are similar to Pharisees. They are religious people who go to church

once or twice each week out of a sense of duty. These Christians pray briefly each day. They do



their best to live a moral lifestyle.

If Jesus Christ is the Savior of people who live this way, they will live throughout
eternity in heaven. However, many casual Christians are very preoccupied with things in the
world that block them from hearing God’s voice. Casual Christians do not hear the voice of God.
Only committed believers hear the voice of God.

If you have a distant relationship with God or no relationship at all, He will speak to you
each day but you will not hear Him. God does not want a long-distance relationship with you. He
wants to have a close and intimate relationship with each of His beloved children.

We will not attempt to give you a formula that will enable you to hear God’s voice. You
will not hear God’s voice if you try an intellectual approach to hearing Him. You only will be
able to hear God’s voice to the degree of the intimacy of your relationship with Him.

You do not hear the voice of God each day with your physical ears. You hear God in
your heart with the spiritual ears of the hidden person who lives in your heart — the real you (see
I Peter 3:4).

You develop an intimate relationship with a person on earth by spending a significant
amount of time with this person. This same principle applies to God. You develop an intimate
relationship with God by spending a significant amount of time with Him each and every day.

Many Christians who will live eternally in heaven do not enjoy a close and intimate
relationship with God on earth. They do not learn and obey the instructions that God has given to
us that enable us to draw closer to Him. “Behold, God is great, and we know Him not!...” (Job
36:26 AMP)

In the first two chapters we explained that the Creator of the universe wants you to hear
Him talking with you throughout every day of your life. We explained that God is omnipresent.
He is fully able to have billions of simultaneous conversations with people all over the world.

God is great. Learn and obey God’s instructions to draw closer to Him. Do not be like the
Pharisees that Jesus spoke of when He said, ““...These people [constantly] honor Me with their
lips, but their hearts hold off and are far distant from Me.” (Mark 7:6 AMP)

The Pharisees were religious people. They attempted to make a good impression on other
people because of their religious lifestyle. However, as Jesus said, the hearts of the Pharisees
were far away from Him. Your heart is the key to an intimate relationship with God (see

Proverbs 23:7).



You should take full advantage of the precious privilege that Jesus Christ has given to
every person who has received Him as his or her Savior. “...the Son of God has [actually] come
to this world and has given us understanding and insight [progressively] to perceive (recognize)
and come to know better and more clearly Him Who is true...” (I John 5:20 AMP)

Jesus left the glory of heaven and came to earth to give you the opportunity to
progressively know God more intimately. God has told you exactly what to do to develop a close
relationship with Him. “Come close to God and He will come close to you....” (James 4:8 AMP)

God does not initiate the contact with you. You initiate the contact with God. If you learn
and consistently obey God’s instructions to come close to Him, you can be certain that your
loving Father will come close to you.

Many of the promises in the Bible are conditional. God will do what He promises to do if
you do what He instructs you to do. You should do your very best to come close to God on a
regular and consistent basis. If you do, there is no question that God wil/ come closer to you.

You decide how close you will be to God. You decide how clearly and how often you will
hear His voice. God’s decision already has been made. God talks to every one of His children
continually. The question is not whether God is talking to you, but whether you will learn how to
hear what He is saying.

You can only hear what God is saying to you to the degree that you consistently turn
away from all of the distractions in the world to draw closer to Him. As you consistently turn
away from the world and draw closer to God, you will become one with Him. “...the person who
is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him.” (I Corinthians 6:17 AMP)

Are you united to God? Are you one with God? Does the following verse of Scripture
describe your personal relationship with God? “You shall walk after the Lord your God and
[reverently] fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve
Him and cling to Him.” (Deuteronomy 13:4 AMP)

This verse instructs you to fear God. When you fear God, you hold Him in constant
reverence and awe. Every aspect of your life revolves around Him. You consistently study His
Word and obey the instructions that He has given to you. As you do these things over a period of
time, you will learn to hear His voice. “...let us be zealous to know the Lord [to appreciate, give
heed to, and cherish Him]....” (Hosea 6:3 AMP)

This verse of Scripture instructs you to be zealous to know God. When people are



zealous, they are totally committed to whatever they are doing. You should be completely
devoted to developing a more intimate relationship with God. The amplification of this verse

29 ¢¢

says that you should “appreciate the Lord, give heed to Him and cherish Him.” “...whoever
would come near to God must [necessarily] believe that God exists and that He is the rewarder of
those who earnestly and diligently seek Him [out].” (Hebrews 11:6 AMP)

All Christians believe that God exists. You must do more than just acknowledge the
existence of God. You must understand that God will reward you if you seek Him “earnestly and
diligently.”

Your Father does not want you to have a casual attitude toward Him. He wants you to
have a deep and sincere desire to know Him intimately and to hear His voice continually. Your
Father wants you to be totally committed to drawing closer to Him. “...you must abide in (live
in, never depart from) Him [being rooted in Him, knit to Him]...” (I John 2:27 AMP)

This verse instructs you to abide in God. When you abide in God, you keep Him in first
place in your life at all times. The amplification says that you should “live in and never depart
from” God. Your relationship with God should be deeply rooted. You should have a closely knit
and intimate relationship with God.

Do these words describe your relationship with God? Is He at the center of your life?

Does every aspect of your life revolve around Him? If you truly desire to hear God speaking to

you, these words should describe your relationship with God.

Chapter 8

Program Yourself to Hear God’s Voice

God speaks to all of His children through His written Word. The Bible contains general
instructions for every child of God. If you consistently study and obey these general instructions,
you will be much more likely to hear God’s voice with the specific instructions that He has for
you.

If you study and meditate on the Word of God each day, you will turn more and more
away from the world and turn toward God. “...He has bestowed on us His precious and
exceedingly great promises, so that through them you may escape [by flight] from the moral

decay (rottenness and corruption) that is in the world because of covetousness (lust and greed),



and become sharers (partakers) of the divine nature.” (II Peter 1:4 AMP)

You cannot hear God’s voice if you are primarily tuned in to the world. Please note that
this verse and the amplification speak of the “moral decay, rottenness and corruption” that
pervades the world as a result of greed and selfishness. If you consistently fill your mind and
your heart with the Word of God, you actually will partake of the nature of God. You will
become more and more like God.

Christians cannot consistently hear God’s voice without faithfully obeying His
instructions to renew their minds by studying His Word every day (see II Corinthians 4:16 and
Ephesians 4:23) and meditating day and night on the holy Scriptures (see Joshua 1:8 and Psalm
1:2-3). Christians who either do not know or disobey these specific instructions from God will
block themselves from hearing the voice of God.

Every word in the Bible is inspired by God. The divine origin of God’s Book of
Instructions enables you to tune in to His voice. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (Il Timothy 3:16-17
KIV)

The Bible is completely different from any other book. All other books are written by
human authors. God is the Author of the Bible. The Bible is filled with the supernatural power of
God. “...the Word that God speaks is alive and full of power [making it active, operative,
energizing, and effective]; it is sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating to the dividing
line of the breath of life (soul) and [the immortal] spirit, and of joints and marrow [of the deepest
parts of our nature], exposing and sifting and analyzing and judging the very thoughts and
purposes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12 AMP)

The Word of God has a spiritual life of its own. It is filled to overflowing with God’s
supernatural power. The Word of God will energize you. It will penetrate deep down inside of
you, helping you to understand yourself better.

You will program yourself with instructions from God that fill your mind and your heart
with the power of God if you consistently study and meditate on His Word. “...you received the
message of God [which you heard] from us, you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but
as it truly is, the Word of God, which is effectually at work in you who believe [exercising its

superhuman power in those who adhere to and trust in and rely on it].” (I Thessalonians 2:13



AMP)

Once again you are told that the Bible is “not the voice of mere men.” God supernaturally
anointed each of the human authors of the Bible. He gave them divinely inspired promises and
instructions that will release His supernatural power in your life to the degree that you obey His
instructions and have absolute faith that He will fulfill His promises.

Jesus Christ explained the relationship between knowing the Word of God and hearing
God’s voice. The following words that Jesus spoke to Pontius Pilate many years ago apply to
you today. Jesus said, “...Everyone who is of the Truth [who is a friend of the Truth, who
belongs to the Truth] hears and listens to My voice.” (John 18:37 AMP)

When Jesus speaks of the Truth, He refers to the Word of God (see John 17:17). You will
hear Jesus speaking to you in direct proportion to the degree that you consistently study and
meditate on the Word of God.

If you are a friend of the Truth and you belong to the Truth, you will hunger and thirst for
the Word of God. You will not be able to get enough of it. The more of God’s Word that you get,
the more you will want. Jesus said, “Sky and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass
away.” (Matthew 24:35 AMP)

Jesus says here that the Word of God will outlive the world that you live in and the sky
that is above you. Everything in the world is temporary. The Word of God is eternal. The Bible
refers to itself as ““...the ever living and lasting Word of God.” (I Peter 1:23 AMP)

Books that are written by human beings are temporary because of their human origin.
The Word of God is eternal because of its divine origin. Jesus said, “Sanctify them [purify,
consecrate, separate them for Yourself, make them holy] by the Truth; Your Word is Truth.”
(John 17:17 AMP)

The amplification of this verse explains that sanctification is purifying yourself and
separating yourself from the world. You will become more like God if you consistently fill your
mind and your heart with the Truth of His Word. Jesus said, “...you will know the Truth, and the
Truth will set you free.” (John 8:32 AMP)

The Truth of the Word of God can set you free from anything that is blocking you from
hearing what God is saying to you. “...the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and
purposes] is hostile to God, for it does not submit itself to God’s Law; indeed it cannot. So then

those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to the appetites and impulses of their carnal



nature] cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to Him.” (Romans 8:7-8 AMP)

Worldly thinking is hostile to God. People who are worldly-oriented do not obey God’s
instructions. Worldly thinking blocks you from hearing God’s voice because worldly thinking
revolves around self-centeredness and the ways of the world.

Jesus told the Pharisees why they did not hear God’s voice. He said, “...the Father Who
sent Me has Himself testified concerning Me. Not one of you has ever given ear to His voice or
seen His form (His face — what He is like). [You have always been deaf to His voice and blind to
the vision of Him.] And you have not His word (His thought) living in your hearts, because you
do not believe and adhere to and trust in and rely on Him Whom He has sent. [That is why you
do not keep His message living in you, because you do not believe in the Messenger Whom He
has sent.]” (John 5:37-38 AMP)

Jesus explained that the Pharisees were unable to hear the voice of God because they did
not believe in Him. God sent Jesus to earth. Keep Jesus Christ as the focus of your life. Without
Him, the Word of God will not be powerful to you.

If you study and meditate each day on the Word of God as your Father has instructed you
to do, you will program yourself to hear God’s voice. You will program yourself in a way that is
similar to programming a computer. You are able to hear God speaking to you to the degree that
you have programmed yourself with specific instructions and promises that come directly from
God. You are charging yourself with the supernatural power of God.

You cannot be certain that God is talking to you and that you are not just making up
words if you have not spent a considerable amount of time in God’s Word. If your mind and
your heart are filled with God’s Word, the words that you hear always will line up with the Word
of God.

The amount of God’s Word that lives in your mind and your heart is cumulative. If you
have spent many months and years studying and meditating on the Word of God, you have a
substantial reservoir of God’s Word in your mind and your heart. You have programmed
yourself over a long period of time to enable yourself to hear God speaking to you.

In this chapter we have established a scriptural foundation to explain the relationship that
exists between consistently studying and meditating on the Word of God and hearing the voice
of God. In the next two chapters we will look into the holy Scriptures for more instruction about

the absolute necessity of consistently studying and meditating on God’s Word and hearing the



voice of God.

Chapter 9
Are You in Awe of the Word of God?

If you are absolutely certain that every word in the Bible is inspired by God, you will be
in absolute awe of the Word of God. If you know that the Word of God is eternal, you should
revere God’s Word just as you revere God Himself. You should be like the psalmist who said,
“...my heart stands in awe of Your words...” (Psalm 119:161 AMP)

Your awe of God and His Word will increase in direct proportion to the amount of God’s
Word that abides in your mind and your heart. If you faithfully study and meditate on the holy
Scriptures, you will revere the Word of God. “...he who [reverently] fears and respects the
commandment [of God] is rewarded.” (Proverbs 13:13 AMP)

Your Father promises to reward you if you revere His Word because you have so much
awe and respect for His Word. One way that God will reward you is by enabling you to hear His
voice because you have faithfully obeyed His instructions to consistently study and meditate on
His Word. God said, “...this is the man to whom I will look and have regard: he who is humble
and of a broken or wounded spirit, and who trembles at My word and reveres My commands.”
(Isaiah 66:2 AMP)

God explains exactly what type of person He seeks. He is looking for His children who
are humble and teachable. Do you tremble at the Word of God? Do you revere the Word of God?
If these words describe your attitude toward the holy Scriptures, you will constantly be
programming yourself to hear the voice of God. Shortly after what God said in Isaiah 66:2, He
repeated this instruction when He said, “Hear the word of the Lord, you who tremble at His
word...” (Isaiah 66:5 AMP)

This short verse explains the relationship between hearing God’s Word and being in awe
of the holy Scriptures. If you revere God’s Word, you actually will tremble in the spiritual realm
before God’s Word just as you would tremble if God Himself suddenly appeared before you.

You cannot understand God’s ways through the limitations of human logic, reasoning
and understanding. God’s ways are very different from the ways of the world. “...My thoughts

are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are



higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your
thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9 AMP)

God does not think the way that worldly people think. God’s ways are much higher than
the ways of the world. God’s thoughts are much higher than the thoughts of the world.

Sometimes God will instruct you to do something that makes no sense from the
perspective of worldly logic and reasoning. However, if you have consistently programmed
yourself with God’s Word, you will find that what God is telling you makes perfect sense.

You must be completely open to God speaking to you in ways that are very different
from the ways of the world. You must be willing to obey God’s instructions if His instructions
do not make sense to the limitations of your human logic, understanding and reasoning. “Study
and be eager and do your utmost to present yourself to God approved (tested by trial), a
workman who has no cause to be ashamed, correctly analyzing and accurately dividing [rightly
handling and skillfully teaching] the Word of Truth.” (Il Timothy 2:15 AMP)

This verse explains that, if you sincerely desire to win God’s approval, you will be eager
to study His Word. You will work hard each day on your Bible study and Scripture meditation.

We have done a lot of the work for you in this book. We have divided the Word of God
into 20 chapters that will give you a thorough scriptural explanation of how to hear the voice of
God. Your daily Bible study should be much more effective because you will not have to dig out
all of these verses of Scripture yourself.

You will consistently turn away from the ways of the world and program yourself to hear
God’s voice if you renew your mind each day in the Word of God. “Do not be conformed to this
world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be
transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new
attitude]...” (Romans 12:2 AMP)

The amplification of this verse speaks of the external and superficial ways of the world.
You cannot hear God’s voice if you consistently put people, places, things and events in the
world ahead of God. Your life will be transformed if you renew your mind by studying God’s
Word each day. “Strip yourselves of your former nature [put off and discard your old unrenewed
self] which characterized your previous manner of life and becomes corrupt through lusts and
desires that spring from delusion; and be constantly renewed in the spirit of your mind [having a

fresh mental and spiritual attitude], and put on the new nature (the regenerate self) created in



God’s image, [Godlike] in true righteousness and holiness.” (Ephesians 4:22-24 AMP)

This passage of Scripture instructs you to strip yourself of the way that you used to think.
You are instructed to constantly renew your mind by studying the Word of God. The
amplification of this verse says that you will have “a fresh mental and spiritual attitude” if you
consistently renew your mind in God’s Word. ““...Though our outer man is [progressively]
decaying and wasting away, yet our inner self is being [progressively] renewed day after day.”
(IT Corinthians 4:16 AMP)

Many people find that their bodies decay and waste away as they grow older because of
choices they have made over the years. Older people who are experiencing health challenges
must offset the deterioration in their bodies by renewing their minds in God’s Word day after
day.

Please note the word “constantly” in Ephesians 4:23 and “day after day” in II Corinthians
4:16. There is no question that your Father wants you to renew your mind by studying His Word
each and every day of your life. You will not hear God’s voice if you do not consistently renew
your mind in His Word.

When you study the Word of God, you fill your mind with God’s Word. In the remainder
of this chapter we will study instructions that we have shared in almost every book we have ever
written. We know from many years of experience that you must meditate on the Word of God in
addition to your daily Bible study if you truly desire to hear God speaking to you.

If you faithfully obey your Father’s instructions to study and meditate daily on His Word,
you will be tuned in to hear God’s voice. You will be tuned in to God’s spiritual wavelength
because you have constantly studied and meditated on His Book of Instructions, the Bible. “The
entrance and unfolding of Your words give light; their unfolding gives understanding
(discernment and comprehension) to the simple.” (Psalm 119:130 AMP)

When God’s Word consistently enters into your mind and your heart, you will receive
supernatural understanding and discernment that you cannot obtain in any other way. “...you
shall lay up these My words in your [minds and] hearts and in your [entire] being...”
(Deuteronomy 11:18 AMP)

You will store up more and more of God’s Word within yourself if you study and
meditate daily on the holy Scriptures. “Let the word [spoken by] Christ (the Messiah) have its

home [in your hearts and minds] and dwell in you in [all its] richness...” (Colossians 3:16 AMP)



When you fill your mind and your heart with the supernatural living Word of God, you
program yourself to obey your Father’s instructions. “...the word is very near you, in your mouth
and in your mind and in your heart, so that you can do it.” (Deuteronomy 30:14 AMP)

We have talked primarily in this chapter about renewing your mind by studying God’s
Word. When you consistently meditate on God’s Word, the Scripture that you are meditating on
drops from your mind down into your heart. The more that you meditate on the Word of God,
the more you will desire to meditate on it. You will be like the psalmist who said, “Oh, how love
I Your law! It is my meditation all the day.” (Psalm 119:97 AMP)

We now are ready to study two very important verses of Scripture pertaining to Scripture
meditation that are included in almost every one of our books. We will begin with the
instructions that God gave to Joshua when he succeeded Moses as the leader of Israel. God said,
“This Book of the Law shall not depart out of your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and
night, that you may observe and do according to all that is written in it. For then you shall make
your way prosperous, and then you shall deal wisely and have good success.” (Joshua 1:8 AMP)

The instructions that God spoke directly to Joshua many years ago also are His
instructions to you. The first part of this verse consists of specific instructions from God to you.
The last part explains what God will do in your life if you obey the instructions that He has given
to you in the first part of the verse.

You are told that the Word of God should not depart out of your mouth. Your ears will
hear your voice consistently speaking the Word of God if you faithfully obey God’s instructions
to meditate day and night on His Word. Consistent Scripture meditation programs you to do
what God instructs you to do.

If you obey these instructions from God, you are told that you will make your way
prosperous. The Hebrew word “tsalach” that is translated as “prosperous” in this verse includes
much more than financial prosperity. This word means “to push forward, break out and go over.”

If you meditate day and night on God’s Word, you will break through. You will be able
to hear God’s voice. You will be able to overcome the problems you face. You will prosper
financially.

You will receive wisdom from God as you hear what God is saying to you as a result of
meditating day and night on His Word. You will be successful in hearing God’s voice and in

doing whatever your Father instructs you to do if you obey these specific instructions.



Next we will study the other passage of Scripture pertaining to Scripture meditation that
is included in most of our books. “...his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and on His
law (the precepts, the instructions, the teachings of God) he habitually meditates (ponders and
studies) by day and by night. And he shall be like a tree firmly planted [and tended] by the
streams of water, ready to bring forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not fade or wither;
and everything he does shall prosper [and come to maturity].” (Psalm 1:2-3 AMP)

You should be delighted with the Word of God. If you understand the divine origin of the
Bible and the eternal existence of the Bible, you will be highly motivated to meditate day and
night on God’s Word. If you obey these instructions, you will be like a tree that is planted next to
a stream of water.

Trees that are planted next to a stream are able to continue to bring forth fruit even
though no rain comes down from the sky. These trees continue to produce fruit because their
roots are able to bring up water from the stream when there is no rain.

Once again you are told that you will prosper if you meditate day and night on God’s
Word. The same Hebrew word “tsalach” that we explained in Joshua 1:8 is used here. If you
meditate day and night on God’s Word, you will produce supernatural spiritual fruit in your life.
Hearing God speaking to you continually is one example of the fruit that will be produced in
your life if you meditate day and night on the Word of God.

In the last two chapters you have seen that God instructs you to renew your mind daily in
His Word and to meditate day and night on His Word. Unfortunately, only a small percentage of
Christians renew their minds in God’s Word by studying the Word of God daily. Very few
Christians meditate day and night on the Word of God even though this is what God has
specifically instructed His children to do.

Many Christians attempt to learn the Bible secondhand from preachers and teachers in
their churches. You should learn from your pastor and teachers in your church, but there is no
way that their preaching and teaching should be a substitute for the consistent Bible study and
Scripture meditation that God has instructed you to do.

As you meditate day and night on the Word of God, your ears will hear your voice
consistently speaking God’s Word. There is a direct relationship between your ears hearing your

voice speaking the Word of God and hearing God speaking to you.



Chapter 10

Obey God’s Instructions

In the last two chapters we have studied the relationship between obeying God’s
instructions in the Bible and hearing God’s voice. In Chapter 4 you learned that God is your
Teacher. God teaches you and guides you continually. Are you learning how to hear His teaching
and His guidance throughout every day of your life?

In this chapter we will study Scripture that will show you the relationship between
obeying God’s written instructions, His spoken instructions and consistently hearing His voice.
The Bible often does not differentiate between God’s written instructions and His spoken
instructions. Your Father wants you to do everything that He has told you to do in the Bible and
to faithfully obey what He tells you to do when He speaks to you. “Blessed (happy, fortunate, to
be envied) are they who keep His testimonies, and who seek, inquire for and of Him and crave
Him with the whole heart.” (Psalm 119:2 AMP)

God promises to bless His children who obey the instructions He gives in the Bible. Your
Father wants you to have a deep yearning to consistently draw closer to Him. If you truly have
an intimate relationship with God, you will obey His instructions. “...this is how we may discern
[daily, by experience] that we are coming to know Him [to perceive, recognize, understand, and
become better acquainted with Him]: if we keep (bear in mind, observe, practice) His teachings
(precepts, commandments).” (I John 2:3 AMP)

How can you tell if you are drawing closer to God? This verse explains that you will
know God more intimately if you obey His instructions. “Whoever says, I know Him [I perceive,
recognize, understand, and am acquainted with Him] but fails to keep and obey His
commandments (teachings) is a liar, and the Truth [of the Gospel] is not in him.” (I John 2:4
AMP)

You have seen that God’s Word is the Truth (see John 17:17). You have learned that your
Father instructs you to consistently fill your mind and your heart with His Word. You cannot
know God intimately if you do not learn and obey His instructions. God promises to bless you
abundantly if you consistently live your life in obedience to His instructions. ““...No good thing
will He withhold from those who walk uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11 AMP)

When this verse instructs you to walk uprightly, this means to live your life in obedience



to God’s instructions. The words “no good thing” in this verse include hearing the voice of God.
If you consistently do your best to learn and obey God’s instructions, you will place yourself in a
spiritual position where you will consistently hear God’s voice. “...we receive from Him
whatever we ask, because we [watchfully] obey His orders [observe His suggestions and
injunctions, follow His plan for us] and [habitually] practice what is pleasing to Him.” (I John
3:22 AMP)

The words “whatever we ask” in this verse include hearing God’s voice. If you ask God
to be able to clearly hear Him speaking to you, He will respond to the degree that you
consistently obey His instructions and seek His will for your life. “...be doers of the Word [obey
the message], and not merely listeners to it, betraying yourselves [into deception by reasoning
contrary to the Truth].” (James 1:22 AMP)

God wants you to do more than just listen to His Word being preached and taught in your
church. This verse explains that you will put yourself into a spiritual position where Satan’s
demons are able to deceive you if your thinking is based on the limitations of human logic and
understanding instead of being based on learning and obeying God’s instructions.

The following words that God spoke to Moses will apply to your life today if you hear
what God is telling you to do and obey His instructions. God said, “...if you will obey My voice
in truth and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own peculiar possession and treasure from
among and above all peoples...” (Exodus 19:5 AMP)

If you know what God is telling you to do and if you consistently do what He instructs
you to do, you will be a treasure to God. “If you will listen diligently to the voice of the Lord
your God, being watchful to do all His commandments which I command you this day, the Lord
your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come
upon you and overtake you if you heed the voice of the Lord your God.” (Deuteronomy 28:1-2
AMP)

When this verse instructs you to listen diligently to God’s voice, this means that you
should place a high priority on hearing God’s voice. You should be determined to hear what God
is saying and to do what He instructs you to do. “...man does not live by bread only, but man
lives by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” (Deuteronomy 8:3 AMP)

This verse compares the importance of eating good natural food with doing everything

that you hear God instructing you to do. “...the Lord will surely bless you in the land which the



Lord your God gives you for an inheritance to possess, if only you carefully listen to the voice of
the Lord your God, to do watchfully all these commandments which I command you this day.”
(Deuteronomy 15:4-5 AMP)

God uses the word “surely” in this passage of Scripture to emphasize that He definitely
will bless you if you will listen carefully to what He says to you and if you will consistently do
what He instructs you to do. You clearly identify yourself as a child of God to the degree that
you listen to His voice and then do what He instructs you to do. God said, “...Listen to and obey
My voice, and I will be your God and you will be My people; and walk in the whole way that |
command you, that it may be well with you.” (Jeremiah 7:23 AMP)

This verse consists of instructions that God gave to the Israelites. The Israelites often
disobeyed God’s instructions. Many of the problems that the Israelites faced came on them
because they heard what God was saying to them and they did not do what God instructed them
to do. This same principle applies to your life today. “...if you would hear His voice and when
you hear it, do not harden your hearts ...” (Hebrews 3:15 AMP)

A humble and teachable heart is essential to hearing God’s voice. Do not be hard-hearted.
Humble yourself before God by your sincere desire to learn and to do everything that He
instructs you to do.

There is a direct relationship between hearing God’s instructions, obeying these
instructions and hearing more instructions from God. Every time that you act on the instructions
that God gives to you, you are much more likely to hear Him giving you additional instructions
in the future.

We now are ready to look into God’s Word to learn exactly what you should do to show
God that you love Him. Before we study these verses of Scripture, ask yourself now how do you
believe that you show your love for God? ... the [true] love of God is this: that we do His
commands [keep His ordinances and are mindful of His precepts and teaching]. And these orders
of His are not irksome (burdensome, oppressive, or grievous).” (I John 5:3 AMP)

If you truly love God, you will do what He instructs you to do. God’s instructions are not
a burden — they are a blessing. Little children show their love for their parents by doing what
their parents tell them to do. This same principle applies to your heavenly Father. “...love the
Lord your God, obey His voice, and cling to Him. For He is your life and the length of your
days...” (Deuteronomy 30:20 AMP)



Your Father repeatedly promises to bless you abundantly if you consistently draw closer
to Him and obey the instructions He has given to you. There is a definite relationship between
the length and quality of your life and obeying God’s instructions. Jesus said, “...there is nothing
hidden except to be revealed, nor is anything [temporarily] kept secret except in order that it may
be made known. If any man has ears to hear, let him be listening and let him perceive and
comprehend.” (Mark 4:22-23 AMP)

God wants to reveal great hidden truths to you. Listen to what God tells you. Learn from
Him. Do what He tells you to do. Jesus said, “Be careful therefore how you listen. For to him
who has [spiritual knowledge] will more be given; and from him who does not have [spiritual
knowledge], even what he thinks and guesses and supposes that he has will be taken away.”
(Luke 8:18 AMP)

Listen carefully to what God tells you to do. If you consistently hear and obey God’s
instructions, you will grow and mature spiritually. If you do not obey these instructions, you will
regress in your spiritual maturity. “...you have become dull in your [spiritual] hearing and
sluggish [even slothful in achieving spiritual insight]. For even though by this time you ought to
be teaching others, you actually need someone to teach you over again the very first principles of
God’s Word. You have come to need milk, not solid food.” (Hebrews 5:11-12 AMP)

You should be alert to God’s voice. You should have a deep desire to hear what God is
saying to you and to obey His instructions. Many Christians do not hear God’s voice
consistently. They should be teaching others, but they still require someone to teach them basic
principles pertaining to Christianity.

You have seen that God is able to speak to billions of His children all over the world
throughout every day of their lives. God gives specific instructions each day to every one of His
children. Are you hearing the specific instructions that God is giving to you? Are you doing what
God instructs you to do?

This chapter is filled with Scripture that tells you to obey both God’s written and verbal
instructions. In the next chapter we will look into God’s Word to see the relationship that exists
between turning away from the world, drawing closer to God and consistently hearing and

obeying God’s instructions.



Chapter 11
Turn Away from the Ways of the World

If you faithfully obey the scriptural instructions that we have explained in the first ten
chapters of this book, you wil/ turn more and more away from the ways of the world. You then
will be able to hear the voice of God much more clearly.

This world is not your home. You may be listed as a citizen of a particular country but, if
Jesus Christ is your Savior, you actually are a citizen of heaven. ““...we are citizens of the state
(commonwealth, homeland) which is in heaven...” (Philippians 3:20 AMP)

Heaven is your home. Turn away from the world by consistently immersing yourself in
the Word of God. You should be like the psalmist who said, “Open my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things out of Your law. I am a stranger and a temporary resident on the earth; hide not
Your commandments from me.” (Psalm 119:18-19 AMP)

This passage of Scripture explains that you are only a temporary resident of this world.
Pray and ask God to show you supernatural truths as you faithfully obey His instructions to study
and meditate on His Word each day. Turn away from the natural realm to consistently learn more
and more about the spiritual realm. Jesus explained this principle when He said, “If you belonged
to the world, the world would treat you with affection and would love you as its own. But
because you are not of the world [no longer one with it], but I have chosen (selected) you out of
the world, the world hates (detests) you.” (John 15:19 AMP)

Some people in the world look at Christians as being strange because we live by God’s
standards that are completely different from the ways of the world (see Isaiah 55:8-9). God’s
Word says that all Christians are “...aliens and strangers and exiles [in this world]...” (I Peter
2:11 AMP)

If Jesus Christ is your Savior, you are an alien in this world. You should focus
continually on instructions from God instead of living your life based on the ways of the world.
“Look carefully then how you walk! Live purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the
unwise and witless, but as wise (sensible, intelligent people), making the very most of the time
[buying up each opportunity], because the days are evil.” (Ephesians 5:15-16 AMP)

If you pay the price of studying God’s Word each day and meditating day and night on

the holy Scriptures, your life will line up with God’s instructions. You will not live the way that



people who know little or nothing of God’s Word live. This verse instructs you to look carefully
at how you live. Every aspect of your life should line up with the Word of God. Make the most
of your time on earth.

This verse says that the days we live in are evil. If you want to hear the voice of God, you
must turn away from the world that is so greatly influenced by Satan and his demons. “...the
whole world is under the control of the evil one.” (I John 5:19 NIV)

Satan has a tremendous influence on the world today. Think about the headlines in the
newspaper today compared to the headlines when you were a child. Evil is openly seen and often
accepted as good. You will only hear the voice of God to the degree that you consistently turn
away from the evil that is so dominant in the world. “...consider and look not to the things that
are seen but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are visible are temporal (brief and
fleeting), but the things that are invisible are deathless and everlasting.” (Il Corinthians 4:18
AMP)

Turn away from the things of the world that you can see with your eyes and hear with
your ears. Learn and obey the great scriptural truths that pertain to the unseen spiritual realm.
Everything in the world is temporary. Everything that you learn from the Word of God is eternal
(see Psalm 119:96, Isaiah 40:6-8 and Matthew 24:35).

In Chapter 9 we studied Romans 12:2. We studied this verse at that time primarily in
regard to renewing your mind in the Word of God. We now would like to look again at a portion
of this verse that refers to what we are studying in this chapter. “Do not be conformed to this
world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs]...” (Romans
12:2 AMP)

Some Christians are influenced by the superficial ways of the world. They do their best to
live a good moral life. They attend church regularly. They pray for a few minutes each day.
However, their lives are focused primarily on people and events in the world instead of focusing
on God. “...turn not aside from following the Lord, but serve Him with all your heart. And turn
not aside after vain and worthless things which cannot profit or deliver you, for they are empty
and futile.” (I Samuel 12:20-21 AMP)

Turn away from the world to serve God with all your heart. Refuse to live your life based
on the “vain, worthless, empty and futile” ways of the world.

Most knowledgeable Christians believe that our generation lives in the last days before



the return of Jesus Christ. When the Bible speaks of what people will be like during the last days,
it says that they will be “...inflated with self-conceit. [They will be] lovers of sensual pleasures
and vain amusements more than and rather than lovers of God.” (Il Timothy 3:4 AMP)

These words accurately describe many people in our generation. Many people are self-
centered, not God-centered. Their primary goal is the pursuit of pleasure. These people place the
pursuit of worldly goals ahead of learning and obeying instructions from God. Do not make this
mistake. “...Turn away from the irreverent babble and godless chatter, with the vain and empty
and worldly phrases, and the subtleties and the contradictions in what is falsely called knowledge
and spiritual illumination.” (I Timothy 6:20 AMP)

Your Father instructs you to turn away from the superficial, irreverent godless chatter that
characterizes the conversations of people who are worldly-oriented. “Do not love or cherish the
world or the things that are in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world — the lust of the flesh [craving for sensual gratification] and the
lust of the eyes [greedy longings of the mind] and the pride of life [assurance in one’s own
resources or in the stability of earthly things] — these do not come from the Father but are from
the world [itself].” (I John 2:15-16 AMP)

God repeatedly tells you that you should not pursue worldly goals. These goals invariably
focus on self-centeredness and selfish desires. God wants you to focus on His will for your life.
He wants you to trust Him completely instead of trusting in your limited human abilities and
worldly sources of security. “If then you have died with Christ to material ways of looking at
things and have escaped from the world’s crude and elemental notions and teachings of
externalism, why do you live as if you still belong to the world?...” (Colossians 2:20 AMP)

You are instructed to die to the ways of the world. Some Christians who do their best to
live good and moral lives still live as though they belong to the world. They do not understand
and faithfully obey the scriptural instructions that we are studying in this chapter. Living this
way blocks these Christians from hearing the voice of God.

Many Christians have no concept of the spiritual damage that is caused by what they
allow to come into their eyes and their ears from television, movies, radio and other worldly
methods of communication. They allow their eyes and their ears to be filled with concepts that
are directly opposed to the teaching of God’s Word.

Never before in the history of the world have there been so many voices clamoring for



your attention. You must learn how to tune out the discordant things that come from the world so
that you can tune in to the voice of God. As you saw in Chapter 3, Jesus has warned you to be
careful about what you hear (see Mark 4:24).

The world today is much noisier than it was when your parents and grandparents were
your age. Hearing God’s voice is more difficult today than it was one or two generations ago.
Focus consistently on turning away from everything in this noisy world that will distract you
from hearing what God is saying to you.

In this age of the internet, people are becoming increasingly focused on the latest
electronic gadgets instead of faithfully obeying God’s instructions to study His Word each day
and to meditate day and night on His Word. The lives of many people today revolve around their
smart phones, text messaging, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and other social media. “...set your
minds and keep them set on what is above (the higher things), not on the things that are on the
earth.” (Colossians 3:2 AMP)

Please note that this verse instructs you to keep your mind set on the higher things of
God. Do not allow the temporal things of the world to consume your thinking. “...come out from
among [unbelievers], and separate (sever) yourselves from them...” (Il Corinthians 6:17 AMP)

If you truly desire to hear God’s voice, you must consistently separate yourself from the
way that unbelievers live. Learn to live your life from the inside out, not from the outside in.
Instead of basing your life primarily on what is happening in the world, you should turn away
from worldly distractions to draw closer to God.

We are not saying that you should ignore everything in the world. You should keep up
with what is happening in the world. Do not make the mistake of constantly being barraged by
the outpouring of bad news from the news media. Meditate day and night on the good news of
God’s Word instead of focusing on the bad news that is so predominant in the world today.

Put God in first place where He belongs and keep Him first (see I Samuel 12:20-21,
Matthew 6:33, John 3:30 and Colossians 1:8). Put your recreational activities and everything else
that you do after your time with God. Do not put the God of the universe in last place and
yourself, your personal desires and the things of the world ahead of God.

This chapter contains repeated instructions from the Bible to turn away from the world.

You must obey these instructions from God if you sincerely desire to hear Him speaking to you.



Chapter 12
The Importance of Daily Quiet Time with God

In the last chapter we studied instructions from God that instructed you to turn away from
the ways of the world. In this chapter we will study Scripture that will tell you how to turn away
from the world. We will focus on Scripture that will explain God’s instructions about setting
aside quiet time each day to be alone with Him.

There is a definite relationship between daily quiet time with God and hearing God’s
voice. Jesus Christ is your example in every area of your life. The Bible explains the importance
that Jesus placed on quiet time with His Father. ““...the news spread abroad concerning Him, and
great crowds kept coming together to hear [Him] and to be healed by Him of their infirmities.
But He Himself withdrew [in retirement] to the wilderness (desert) and prayed.” (Luke 5:15-16
AMP)

So many people were talking about the miraculous healings that people were
experiencing from Jesus that a large crowd of people came to hear Him speak and to be healed.
Jesus apparently knew that He was not ready to minister to these people. He turned away from
them and their desire to be taught and to be healed. He went into the desert for a quiet time of
prayer to His Father.

The Bible explains other instances that emphasize the quiet time that Jesus spent alone
with His Father. Jesus did not allow anything, no matter how important it seemed, to take
priority over His precious quiet time with God.

Jesus did not spend just a few minutes with God. He spent significant amounts of quiet
time with God. “...it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God.” (Luke 6:12 KJV)

This verse explains that Jesus spent the entire night in prayer. Emphasize the importance
of your daily quiet time with God. No appointment on your daily appointment schedule can even
remotely approach the importance of your daily time with God.

God explains what your priorities should be in the following passage of Scripture. “...
Jesus entered a certain village, and a woman named Martha received and welcomed Him into her
house. And she had a sister named Mary, who seated herself at the Lord’s feet and was listening

to His teaching. But Martha [overly occupied and too busy] was distracted with much serving;



and she came up to Him and said, Lord, is it nothing to You that my sister has left me to serve
alone? Tell her then to help me [to lend a hand and do her part along with me]! But the Lord
replied to her by saying, Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things; There
is need of only one or but a few things. Mary has chosen the good portion [that which is to her
advantage], which shall not be taken away from her.” (Luke 10:38-42 AMP)

Martha was overly occupied and too busy serving Jesus. Mary sat at His feet learning
from Him. When Martha complained that Mary should be helping her, Jesus told her that Mary
was doing what was important.

Many ladies are amused by this passage. When the time comes for the meal, if Martha
spent all of her time with Jesus, there would be no meal. No one who is in charge of a household
can spend all of her time in prayer and worshiping the Lord. We have to look at this verse in the
spirit in which it was written. The work does have to be done. The clear message is that our
service for the Lord can never replace our relationship with Him.

Many Christians make the mistake of doing what Martha did. They are so busily engaged
in various activities that seem important to them that they do not set aside the precious quiet time
with God that is vital to hearing God’s voice. The Bible instructs you to “...pursue that
consecration and holiness without which no one will [ever] see the Lord.” (Hebrews 12:14 AMP)

When this verse speaks of pursuing consecration, it refers to setting aside time to seek
holiness. You cannot experience holiness in the ways of the world. You can only experience
holiness to the degree that you consistently spend time alone with God, turning away from
worldly activities.

Joshua succeeded Moses as the leader of Israel. Joshua explained to the Israelites the
importance of turning away from worldly activities. He said, “...Sanctify yourselves [that is,
separate yourselves for a special holy purpose]...” (Joshua 3:5 AMP)

These words that Joshua spoke to the Israelites apply to your life today. You are
instructed to sanctify yourself. The amplification explains that you sanctify yourself by
separating yourself for a holy purpose.

Your daily quiet time with God is not an option. This time each day is a necessity. “...set
your mind and heart to seek (inquire of and require as your vital necessity) the Lord your
God...” (I Chronicles 22:19 AMP)

Please note the words “vital necessity” in the amplification of this verse. Seeking the



Lord is an absolute necessity. Turn away from the fast-paced lifestyle of our generation. If you
give quiet time with God the priority that it deserves, you will draw closer to God. You will hear
Him speaking to you. The psalmist said, “...He leads me beside the still and restful waters. He
refreshes and restores my life (my self)...” (Psalm 23:2-3 AMP)

The well-known 23rd Psalm speaks of “still and restful waters.” If you are still and quiet
before God each day, He will refresh you. He will restore you.

Once again, Jesus is your example in every area of your life. Throughout His earthly
ministry Jesus turned away from what He was doing for precious quiet time with His Father.
“And in the morning, long before daylight, He got up and went out to a deserted place, and there
He prayed.” (Mark 1:35 AMP)

Please note that this verse speaks specifically of Jesus getting His quality time with His
Father early in the morning. The Bible consistently instructs you to set aside quiet time to be
with God in the morning.

The early morning hours provide a great opportunity to set the foundation for the
remainder of your day. The Bible says that God wants to spend time with you in the morning.
“What is man that You should magnify him and think him important? And that You should set
Your mind upon him? And that You should visit him every morning...” (Job 7:17-18 AMP)

Your morning quiet time is very important to God. He wants to visit you every morning.
The psalmist David knew the importance of spending quality time with God in the morning. He
said, “In the morning You hear my voice, O Lord; in the morning I prepare [a prayer, a sacrifice]
for You and watch and wait [for You to speak to my heart].” (Psalm 5:3 AMP)

Please note that this verse explains the relationship between consistent quiet time with the
Lord in the morning and &earing God speak to your heart. At a later time David said, “Cause me
to hear Your loving-kindness in the morning, for on You do I lean and in You do I trust. Cause
me to know the way wherein I should walk, for I lift up my inner self to You.” (Psalm 143:8
AMP)

Once again you see the relationship between quiet time with God in the morning and
hearing Him speaking to you. God will guide you throughout each day if you lift up your inner
self to Him each morning.

Why would any mature Christian ever allow a business appointment, a social event or a

recreational activity to come ahead of the privilege of spending time alone with God? How can



appointments with men and women who were created by God take precedence over the unique
opportunity to spend quality time with the same God Who created every person on earth?

What should you do in your daily quiet time with God each morning? Every person is
different. We recommend that you spend part of this time in prayer, part of this time in praise
and worship, part of this time in Bible study and Scripture meditation and part of this time just
being quiet before God. The psalmist indicated that he spent time meditating on God’s Word
early in the morning. He said, “...I am awake before the cry of the watchman, that [ may
meditate on Your word.” (Psalm 119:148 AMP)

There were no alarm clocks when this verse was written. The watchman in each town
awakened the townspeople early in the morning with a loud cry. The psalmist arose very early in
the morning so that he could meditate on God’s Word.

If you are a busy and active person and you are not used to having quiet time in your life,
you should expect the time that you set aside to be with God to be difficult at first. Some people
find that their minds are filled with distracting thoughts. Other people find that this early
morning time alone with God is drudgery because it is so different from anything they have ever
done.

Do not give up. If you persevere in setting aside quiet time to be alone with God each
morning, you ultimately will look forward with great anticipation to this precious time each day.
You will cherish your quiet time with God. You will not miss this time for anything.

You can have wonderful time with God in addition to the quiet time that you spend with
Him each morning. I have walked at least 6 days a week for many years. I used to walk 60
minutes a day. Then I walked 45 minutes a day. Now that I am 81 years old, I walk
approximately 30 minutes a day. All of my walking time is quiet time with God. I pray during
this precious quiet time when I walk. I sing praise and I worship God.

Also, I never get into my car when I am driving alone without having worship music
playing automatically as soon as I turn on the ignition. I have many hours of recorded worship
music in my car. I consistently praise God and thank Him when I am driving my car.

If you develop a habit of setting aside quiet time with God over a period of months and
years, your sensitivity to God will increase. You not only will hear God speaking to you when
you are quiet, but you also will be able to hear His voice in the midst of a crowd of people and at

other times when you are surrounded by noise.



Some people initially find that setting aside this quiet time each day causes them to be
lonely. If you have this problem, Jesus gave you the answer when He said, “...I am not alone,
because the Father is with Me.” (John 16:32 AMP)

Jesus was always conscious of His Father’s presence. As you develop this quiet time with
God each day, you will be more and more conscious of God’s indwelling presence. Once you

establish an intimate relationship with God, you will never be lonely.

Chapter 13

You Hear the Voice of God within Yourself

When you think about hearing the voice of God, you must realize that you are not
listening to a voice that is far above the earth in heaven. “Am I a God at hand, says the Lord, and
not a God afar off?” (Jeremiah 23:23 AMP)

God says that He is not far away from you. You are not listening to God speaking to you
from His throne in heaven. If you will carefully study and meditate on the Scripture references in
this chapter, you will clearly see that God lives inside of you. When you hear God’s voice, you
usually hear Him speaking within yourself.

We now would like to look again at a verse of Scripture that we studied in Chapter 1. The
same mighty God Who created heaven and earth lives in your heart if Jesus Christ is your Savior.
“One God and Father of [us] all, Who is above all [Sovereign over all], pervading all and [living]
in [us] all.” (Ephesians 4:6 AMP)

We explained in Chapter 1 that God is omnipresent. He could not be closer to you. He
lives in your heart and in the heart of every other person who has received Jesus Christ as his or
her Savior. “The Lord your God is in the midst of you, a Mighty One...” (Zephaniah 3:17 AMP)

If you understand that Almighty God lives inside of you and that He is speaking to you
from within your heart, you will have a much better foundation to learn how to hear His voice.
God has placed everything that you will ever need inside of you. Jesus said, “...the kingdom of
God is within you [in your hearts]...” (Luke 17:21 AMP)

God does not speak to you through the ears that you have on each side of your head. God
gave you these ears to hear things in the world. The ears that you hear God speaking to you with

are your spiritual ears.



You have within yourself a distinct and separate spiritual person who is different from the
outer you that other people see when they look at you. The Bible refers to this person as “...the
hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible and unfading charm of a gentle and peaceful
spirit, which [is not anxious or wrought up, but] is very precious in the sight of God..” (I Peter
3:4 AMP)

The outer person that the world looks at when they see you is not the real you. The real
you is the hidden person of the heart. This verse explains that the hidden person of the heart is
gentle and peaceful. He is never anxious or worried. The hidden person of the heart is very
precious in the sight of God.

You can only understand hearing the voice of God to the degree that you comprehend
that God is speaking from within you to a spiritual person who also lives within you. The hidden
person of the heart who lives deep down inside of you hears everything that God says. You must
learn how to tune in to God within you and the hidden person within you.

When your life is based on a constant awareness of God living in your heart and the
hidden person living in your heart, you then will see life from God’s perspective. You will be
able to hear God’s voice clearly.

Jesus Christ was continually conscious of God’s indwelling presence throughout His
earthly ministry. He heard God speaking to Him within Himself. He knew that the great miracles
that He performed came from within Him. Jesus said, “...the Father Who lives continually in Me
does the (His) works (His own miracles, deeds of power).” (John 14:10 AMP)

You should have a constant awareness of the indwelling presence of God. Wherever you
g0, God goes with you. God said, “...I am with you and will keep (watch over you with care,
take notice of) you wherever you may go...” (Genesis 28:15 AMP)

You can be certain that God is with you at all times. He is watching over you. He never
leaves you. When Joshua succeeded Moses as the leader of Israel, God assured Joshua that He
was with him at all times. God said, “...As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will not fail
you or forsake you.” (Joshua 1:5 AMP)

God spoke these words to Joshua to assure him that He would be with him at all times
and that He would never let him down. The same promise that God made to Joshua many years
ago applies to your life today.

All that God asks is for you to meditate consistently on these passages of Scripture



pertaining to His indwelling presence. Your Father wants you to have absolute faith that He is
with you, that He is watching over you and that He will never fail you. “Have not I commanded
you? Be strong, vigorous, and very courageous. Be not afraid, neither be dismayed, for the Lord
your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9 AMP)

God continued to speak to Joshua, assuring him that He was with him. God commanded
Joshua to be strong and courageous because he trusted Him. God told Joshua that he should not
be afraid because He was with him at all times.

This same command applies to you. Know that God lives within you. Trust Him
completely. Every aspect of your life should revolve around your absolute certainty that
Almighty God does live in your heart. “...in Him we live and move and have our being...” (Acts
17:28 AMP)

If Jesus Christ is your Savior, you are a spiritual powerhouse. You have seen that God
lives in your heart. Jesus Christ also makes His permanent home in your heart. “May Christ
through your faith [actually] dwell (settle down, abide, make His permanent home) in your
hearts!...” (Ephesians 3:17 AMP)

God lives in your heart. Jesus lives in your heart. The Holy Spirit also lives in your heart.
“...God’s Spirit has His permanent dwelling in you [to be at home in you, collectively as a
church and also individually]...” (I Corinthians 3:16 AMP)

There is no question that you have the supernatural power of God, Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit within you. “...you are in Him, made full and having come to fullness of life [in
Christ you too are filled with the Godhead—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—and reach full spiritual
stature]....” (Colossians 2:10 AMP)

Turn away from the world. There is nothing of eternal significance in the world.
Everything in the world is temporary and superficial. Turn continually toward God Who lives
within you. The more that you are conscious of God’s indwelling presence and the more your
life revolves around your absolute certainty that God lives within you, the more clearly you will

hear His voice.

Chapter 14

The Voice of God and the Voice of Satan



Now that you have learned that the voice of God comes from within you, we are ready to
look into the Bible for more information pertaining to the voice of God. We will begin by
studying Scripture that says that God has spoken in a very loud voice. “Hear, oh, hear the roar of
His voice and the sound of rumbling that goes out of His mouth! Under the whole heaven He lets
it loose, and His lightning to the ends of the earth. After it His voice roars; He thunders with the
voice of His majesty...” (Job 37:2-4 AMP)

This passage of Scripture compares God’s majestic voice to thunder. On one occasion
when Jesus was speaking to a group of people, God spoke loudly to these people. “The crowd of
bystanders heard the sound and said that it had thundered; others said, An angel has spoken to
Him!” (John 12:29 AMP)

Once again, God’s voice is compared to thunder. God has enormous supernatural power.
His voice has great power. When God chooses to speak loudly, He can speak very loudly. “...
His voice was like the sound of many waters...” (Ezekiel 43:2 AMP)

Usually when God speaks in a loud voice, He speaks to a large group of people. When
God speaks to you individually, He very seldom, if ever, will speak in a loud voice. Even though
God’s voice has great power, He invariably speaks softly and gently to His children. The prophet
Elijjah said that God’s voice is “...[a sound of gentle stillness and] a still, small voice.” (I Kings
19:12 AMP)

You have seen that God speaks from within you to the hidden person who lives in your
heart. There is no need for God to speak loudly when He is speaking from deep down inside of
you to the hidden person in your heart.

God speaks to His children in a still, small voice because He wants each of us to have
great sensitivity to His voice. As you become more and more conscious of God’s indwelling
presence and your life revolves around your absolute certainty that God lives in your heart, you
will hear His still, small voice more clearly.

In Chapter 7 we studied Scripture pertaining to a close and intimate relationship with
God. If you have an intimate relationship with God, you will be calm, quiet and trusting within
yourself, regardless of external circumstances. You will have great sensitivity to God and His
voice. In this tranquil atmosphere you always will be able to hear God speaking softly to you.
Your spiritual growth and maturity will assure you that you are hearing from God.

God will speak audibly when He wants to be absolutely certain that you hear what He is



saying. Hearing the audible voice of God is very rare. Many mature Christians go through their
entire lives without hearing the audible voice of God one time.

I have only heard God speak to me audibly one time in the 38 years that I have been a
Christian. When I moved to Florida 25 years ago, I rented an apartment. Once I was situated, I
began to look for a house. I was not certain where God wanted me to live.

One night I was driving in the dark on a road about 45 minutes north of where I lived. I
was driving to teach at a home fellowship group from our church. As I was driving along in the
dark I suddenly heard God say audibly, “7This is where I want you to live.”

I looked to my left and I saw a sign with the name of a housing development. When I
arrived at the home fellowship group, I asked the people who lived in this area where this
housing development was located. They told me that it was located in Dunedin.

The next morning I opened the classified advertising section of the newspaper to the real
estate section. I turned to Dunedin. The first listing was a description of exactly the kind of home
I was looking for. I called and made an appointment to see this house. When I drove into the
driveway, I had a deep inner certainty that this was the home that God had for me. I had never
experienced anything like that before.

When I rang the doorbell and the door was opened, the first thing I saw was a Christian
plaque on the wall just inside the front door. As the owners showed me the house, I was even
more certain that this was the house where God wanted me to live.

After a thorough inspection, I sat with the owners at a table on the patio. We prayed
together seeking God’s will for my life in regard to a home. Everything fell into place. There was
no doubt then and there has been no doubt since then that this is the home where God wants me
to live. I have lived in this home for 23 years. God is the greatest Realtor in the universe.

I cherish the one time that I clearly heard God speaking audibly to me, telling me exactly
where He wanted me to live. God cares about every minute detail of the lives of His beloved
children. I am so grateful that He spoke audibly to me to make absolutely certain that I knew
where He wanted me to live. Judy and I were married shortly after that. She shares my
conviction that this is the home that God has for us.

Now that we have looked into the Word of God at Scripture pertaining to God’s voice,
we are ready to look into God’s Word for Scripture pertaining to the other spiritual voice that

people hear — the voice of Satan. Numerous surveys have indicated that a significant percentage



of Christians do not believe that Satan exists or that his demons can speak to them. This is
exactly what Satan wants Christians to believe.

The Bible teaches that Satan originally was an archangel named Lucifer who was so
proud that he wanted to be like God (see Isaiah 14:12-17). Satan was supported by many fallen
angels. Satan and his fallen angels were cast out of heaven because of their pride (see Ezekiel
28:17 and Revelation 12:9).

The atmosphere around the world today is filled with God’s angels and with Satan’s
proud fallen angels who are called demons. There is no question that Satan’s demons can speak
to people.

We have explained that God is omnipresent. He can be in an infinite number of places at
the same time. You have seen that God can speak to billions of people throughout the world at
the same time. Satan is not omnipresent. He can only be in one place at a time. Satan has to
depend on his demons to speak to people individually.

Satan’s demons in the atmosphere around you observe you carefully. They do everything
they can to influence unbelievers not to receive Jesus Christ as their Savior. If Jesus is your
Savior, Satan’s demons will do everything they can to stop you from serving Jesus and living the
way that God instructs you to live. They do not want you to hear God’s voice.

Satan’s demons can possess unbelievers, but they cannot possess a Christian. The Holy
Spirit lives inside of every person who has received Jesus Christ as his or her Savior. Satan and
his demons cannot possess Christians who have the Holy Spirit living within them. However,
Satan’s demons can oppress Christians.

Some Christians never hear God’s voice throughout their lives. Other Christians only
hear God’s voice occasionally. Many Christians hear the voice of Satan’s demons often.

Satan always is exactly the opposite of God. God is gentle and loving. He will never
force Himself on you. You can only hear His still, small voice to the degree that you are quiet
enough within yourself to hear Him speaking to the hidden person of your heart.

Satan’s demons are just the opposite. They hate all Christians. They will try to force
themselves on you in any way that they can. They are very insistent. They also are clever and
subtle. They are deceivers. They will try to deceive you in any way they can. You do not need to
learn how to hear the voices of Satan’s demons. They speak daily to billions of people all over

the world.



Satan spoke to Eve in the garden of Eden, trying to influence her to disobey God (see
Genesis 3:1-6). The New Testament talks of Satan speaking to people when he spoke to Jesus.
“Then Jesus was led (guided) by the [Holy] Spirit into the wilderness (desert) to be tempted
(tested and tried) by the devil. And He went without food for forty days and forty nights, and
later He was hungry. ” (Matthew 4:1-2 AMP)

The Holy Spirit actually led Jesus into the desert to be tempted, tested and tried by the
devil. Before Jesus could begin His earthly ministry, He had to go for 40 days and 40 nights
without food. Jesus was very hungry at the end of this fast. Satan spoke to Jesus. “And the
tempter came and said to Him, If You are God’s Son, command these stones to be made [loaves
of] bread.” (Matthew 4:3 AMP)

Satan told Jesus that, if He really was the Son of God, He should be able to turn stones
into bread to satisfy His hunger. Jesus said, ““...It has been written, Man shall not live and be
upheld and sustained by bread alone, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of
God.” (Matthew 4:4 AMP)

Matthew 4:5-6 gives another example of Satan speaking to Jesus. Matthew 4:8-9 gives
another example of Satan speaking to Jesus. There is no question that Satan was able to speak to
Jesus as he attempted to influence Him in the wilderness before He began His earthly ministry.

We see another example of Satan speaking to an individual when he spoke to Judas
Iscariot who was a disciple of Jesus. Satan’s goal was to persuade Judas to betray Jesus. “So [it
was] during supper, Satan having already put the thought of betraying Jesus in the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son.” (John 13:2 AMP)

Even though Judas actually was the treasurer of the disciples (see John 12:6 and 13:29),
Satan was able to persuade him to betray Jesus. Judas subsequently betrayed Jesus by leading a
group of angry people to arrest Him (see Matthew 26:45-50).

You have just seen that Satan definitely spoke to Jesus and to Judas Iscariot. Satan and
his demons have not changed. They have not gone anywhere. Satan’s demons still speak to
people today just as Satan spoke to Jesus and to Judas in the Scripture you have just read.

If you choose to believe that Satan’s demons do not exist and that they cannot speak to
you, you make their job much easier. The Bible teaches that Satan has significant influence in the
world (see I Corinthians 4:4 and I John 5:19). You saw in Chapter 11 that the Bible teaches you

to consistently turn away from the world.



You cannot hear God’s voice if your life revolves primarily around things in the world.
Whenever Satan’s demons speak to you, whatever they are saying will not line up with the Truth
of the Word of God. Jesus, speaking of Satan, said, “...there is no truth in him. When he speaks a
falsehood, he speaks what is natural to him, for he is a liar [himself] and the father of lies and of
all that is false.” (John 8:44 AMP)

This verse explains that all lies in the world are influenced by Satan. You saw in Chapter
9 that you will block yourself from hearing God’s voice if you disobey God’s instructions to
study His Word each day and to meditate day and night on the holy Scriptures. “...the Word of
God is [always] abiding in you (in your hearts), and you have been victorious over the wicked
one.” (I John 2:14 AMP)

You cannot resist Satan’s demons with human willpower. The only way that you can
resist what Satan’s demons are saying to you or to resist Satan’s demons in any other way is to
the degree that your heart is filled with the Word of God (see James 4:7 and I Peter 5:6-9).

If you have paid the price of studying God’s Word and meditating day and night on the
holy Scriptures, you will place yourself in a spiritual position where you can hear God’s voice
and where you also will be able to identify the voice of Satan. You will be like the psalmist
David who said, “...by the word of Your lips I have avoided the ways of the violent (the paths of
the destroyer).” (Psalm 17:4 AMP)

When the amplification speaks of the destroyer, this word refers to Satan and his demons.
Jesus said, “The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy....” (John 10:10 AMP)

In this chapter we have studied scriptural truths pertaining to the voice of God and the
voice of Satan. In the next chapter we will study several passages of Scripture that will explain
how many people block themselves from hearing the voice of God and open themselves to hear

the voice of Satan’s demons.

Chapter 15
Do Not Block Yourself from Hearing God’s Voice
God wants very much for every one of His children to hear His voice just as He wanted

the Israelites in the wilderness to hear His voice. God said, “...My people would not hearken to

My voice, and Israel would have none of Me. So I gave them up to their own hearts’ lust and let



them go after their own stubborn will, that they might follow their own counsels.” (Psalm 81:11-
12 AMP)

God wanted the Israelites to hear what He was saying to them, but they refused to listen.
God had no alternative except to allow them to do whatever they wanted to do. Anyone who has
consistently studied the Bible knows that the Israelites repeatedly got themselves into trouble by
doing what seemed right to them instead of doing what God instructed them to do.

This same principle applies to Christians today. If Jesus Christ is your Savior, you have
been given the ability to hear God speaking to you throughout every day of your life. Do not
block God as the Israelites did.

Your Father loves you. He wants you to take full advantage of the ability He has given
you to hear what He is saying to you. He wants you to obey His instructions. “...see to it that you
do not reject Him or refuse to listen to and heed Him Who is speaking [to you now]...”
(Hebrews 12:25 AMP)

In the first 14 chapters of this book we have given you many verses of Scripture
explaining that God speaks continually to His children. Do not block yourself from hearing what
God is saying by failing to learn how to hear His voice.

Some Christians block themselves from hearing the voice of God because they are busily
engaged in doing what they think is important instead of learning how to hear God’s voice and
obeying God’s instructions. You will not hear what God is saying to you if you do what seems
right to you instead of doing what God instructs you to do. “There is a way which seems right to
a man and appears straight before him, but at the end of it is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12
AMP)

Many people are spiritually dead because they do what seems right to them instead of
learning how to hear what God says and obeying His instructions. If you sincerely desire to hear
God’s voice, you must turn away from the limitations of human logic and intellectual worldly
thinking. “...this world’s wisdom is foolishness (absurdity and stupidity) with God...” (I
Corinthians 3:19 AMP)

God looks at the wisdom of the world as being “foolish, absurd and stupid.” You will
make the same mistake that the Israelites made if you do what seems right to you based upon a
worldly perspective instead of learning how to hear God’s voice and doing what He instructs you

to do. The Bible goes on to say “...The Lord knows the thoughts and reasonings of the



[humanly] wise and recognizes how futile they are.” (I Corinthians 3:20 AMP)

Traditional worldly thinking says that you cannot hear God talking to you individually
throughout every day of your life. You have seen that the Word of God says otherwise. Jesus
told a group of Pharisees, “...You have a fine way of rejecting [thus thwarting and nullifying and
doing away with] the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition (your own human
regulations)!” (Mark 7:9 AMP)

The Pharisees turned away from God’s instructions. They did what made sense to their
traditional thinking. Jesus later told the Pharisees, “...you are nullifying and making void and of
no effect [the authority of] the Word of God through your tradition, which you [in turn] hand
on....” (Mark 7:13 AMP)

You learned in Chapter 8 that the Word of God is spiritually alive and filled with the
supernatural power of God (see Hebrews 4:12). Nevertheless, you are able to block the
supernatural power of God’s Word in regard to hearing God’s voice if you think traditionally
instead of learning and obeying God’s instructions to hear His voice.

Religious tradition blocks many Christians from hearing God’s voice. The concept of
God speaking individually to every person who has received Jesus Christ as his or her Savior is
completely foreign to Christians who have not carefully studied this topic in the Word of God.
Turn away from traditional thinking that has been handed down from generation to generation.
Be determined that you will hear God’s voice by learning and obeying God’s specific
instructions in this area.

If you insist on doing what seems right to you instead of being humble and teachable, you
are proud because you insist on doing what you think is right. Pride always keeps people away
from God. Proud people actually are their own little gods. They pay no attention to God’s
specific instructions. They do what they want to do.

Proud people are influenced by Satan’s demons. You saw in the last chapter that Satan
and his demons were cast out of heaven because of their pride, so you can be certain that Satan
and his demons are proud. Satan’s demons will try to influence these people to make the same
mistake that they made. ““...God sets Himself against the proud (the insolent, the overbearing, the
disdainful, the presumptuous, the boastful) — [and He opposes, frustrates, and defeats them], but
gives grace (favor, blessing) to the humble.” (I Peter 5:5 AMP)

This verse shows you how much God dislikes pride. God loves every person on earth



unconditionally, but if you are proud and you do things your way instead of learning and obeying
God’s instructions, you will cause your Father to set Himself against you.

The amplification of this verse says that God will “oppose, frustrate and defeat” people
who are proud. No one wants Almighty God opposing them, frustrating them and defeating
them, but this is exactly what happens to proud people. You must humble yourself before God.
You must be willing to pay the price to learn God’s specific instructions to hear His voice.

Proud people have hard hearts. They do what they think they should do instead of having
a humble and teachable heart that yearns to do exactly what God says. “Blessed (happy,
fortunate, and to be envied) is the man who reverently and worshipfully fears [the Lord] at all
times [regardless of circumstances], but he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.”
(Proverbs 28:14 AMP)

God will bless His children whose words and actions show that they truly fear Him and
revere Him, regardless of the circumstance they face. If you have a hard heart, you will not learn
and obey God’s instructions. This attitude always will bring adversity into your life.

You saw in the beginning of this chapter how the Israelites blocked themselves from
hearing God’s voice. If you have a hard heart and you live your life your way instead of learning
and obeying God’s specific instructions, you also will block yourself from hearing His voice. “...
Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts, as [happened] in the rebellion [of
Israel] and their provocation and embitterment [of Me] in the day of testing in the wilderness”
(Hebrews 3:7-8 AMP)

In the next chapter of the Book of Hebrews, God made a similar statement. He said, “...
Today, if you would hear His voice and when you hear it, do not harden your hearts.” (Hebrews
4:7 AMP)

In this chapter you have learned that you can block yourself from hearing the voice of
God through worldly logic and intellectual thinking, through traditional beliefs that are handed
down from one generation to another and through pride that leads to a hard heart. In the next
chapter we will look into the Word of God for additional specific instructions that will tell you

exactly what your Father instructs you to do to hear His voice.

Chapter 16



Humble Yourself and Keep God in First Place

You saw in the last chapter that God resists people who are proud and that pride will
block you from hearing the voice of God. If you truly are humble, you will be much more likely
to hear God speaking to you. “...though the Lord is high, yet has He respect to the lowly
[bringing them into fellowship with Him]...” (Psalm 138:6 AMP)

God always resists pride. He always honors humility. You did not earn the right to hear
God’s voice. You do not deserve this privilege. “...He gives His undeserved favor to the low [in
rank], the humble, and the afflicted.” (Proverbs 3:34 AMP)

The words “undeserved favor” refer to the grace of God. God is gracious to His humble
children. “...knowledge is easy to him who [being teachable] understands.” (Proverbs 14:6
AMP)

Christians who truly are humble always are teachable. They sincerely desire to learn what
God teaches. God wants to teach you and to guide you throughout every day of your life. “He
leads the humble in what is right, and the humble He teaches His way.” (Psalm 25:9 AMP)

God will lead you and guide you if you are humble. He will teach you how He wants you
to live. If you truly are humble, you will obey God’s instructions to pray consistently (see |
Thessalonians 5:17). God is delighted when you come to Him in prayer asking Him to speak to
you. “...the prayer of the upright is His delight!” (Proverbs 15:8 AMP)

In Chapter 7 we studied several Scripture references that explain the relationship between
an intimate relationship with God and hearing His voice. In Chapters 8 and 9 we studied the
relationship between consistently filling your mind and your heart with God’s Word and hearing
God’s voice. God will answer your prayers to hear His voice if you are close to Him and if your
mind and your heart are filled with His Word. Jesus said, “If you live in Me [abide vitally united
to Me] and My words remain in you and continue to live in your hearts, ask whatever you will,
and it shall be done for you.” (John 15:7 AMP)

The amplification of this verse explains the vital importance of abiding in Jesus. When
you abide in Jesus, you stay close to Him at all times. Jesus says that His Word should “remain
in you and continue to live in your heart.”

If you truly desire to hear God speaking to you, God must be in first place in your life.
The intimacy of your relationship with Him should be very important to you. Anything that

consistently occupies your attention ahead of God actually is your god. God said, “You shall



have no other gods before or besides Me.” (Exodus 20:3 AMP)

In this book we are speaking specifically of hearing God’s voice. Do not allow the pursuit
of pleasure, the desire for wealth or any other desire to come ahead of your desire to draw closer
to God and to hear His voice. Jesus said, “...seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom
and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken
together will be given you besides.” (Matthew 6:33 AMP)

If you truly keep God in first place at all times, He promises to meet all of your needs.
This promise includes hearing His voice. As you grow and mature spiritually Jesus, in addition
to being your Savior, should be the Lord of every day of your life.

Is Jesus more important to you than He was a month ago, three months ago, and one year
ago? Are you obeying the following instruction from John the Baptist who said, “He must
increase, but I must decrease. [He must grow more prominent; I must grow less so.]?”” (John 3:30
AMP)

Jesus should always come ahead of your personal goals and desires. There is no question
that there is a definite relationship between keeping Jesus in first place in your life and hearing
God’s voice.

Jesus rose from the dead so that you can live eternally in heaven. Every aspect of your
life should revolve around Him. “He also is the Head of [His] body, the church; seeing He is the
Beginning, the Firstborn from among the dead, so that He alone in everything and in every
respect might occupy the chief place [stand first and be preeminent].” (Colossians 1:18 AMP)

This verse says that Jesus should be first “in everything and in every respect.” If you truly
keep God in first place and yearn to hear His voice, God will honor this desire. “...if from there
you will seek (inquire for and require as necessity) the Lord your God, you will find Him if you
[truly] seek Him with all your heart [and mind] and soul and life.” (Deuteronomy 4:29 AMP)

Is keeping God first an absolute necessity in your life? Do you seek Him with all your
heart and mind and soul? God speaks to His children who truly keep Him in first place at all
times. You will find God and hear His voice if you continually seek Him with all your heart.

The best place that you can be in the spiritual realm is to be in last place because you
have put God in first place in every aspect of your life. God deserves to be in first place. Refuse
to allow anyone or anything to come ahead of God. “...not going your own way or seeking or

finding your own pleasure or speaking with your own [idle] words, then will you delight yourself



in the Lord, and I will make you to ride on the high places of the earth” (Isaiah 58:13-14 AMP)

You will not hear God speaking to you if you consistently go your own way. God will lift
you up and you will hear His voice if you delight in Him and if every area of your life revolves
around your continual consciousness of His indwelling presence.

You are living the way that God wants you to live if you gladly give up your God-given
right to control of your life to allow the Holy Spirit to control your life. “...you are living the life
of the Spirit, if the [Holy] Spirit of God [really] dwells within you [directs and controls you]...”
(Romans 8:9 AMP)

Get out of the driver’s seat. Allow the Holy Spirit to control your life. ““...walk and live
[habitually] in the [Holy] Spirit [responsive to and controlled and guided by the Spirit]; then you
will certainly not gratify the cravings and desires of the flesh (of human nature without God).”
(Galatians 5:16 AMP)

Please note that the amplification of this verse instructs you to live your life with the
Holy Spirit in control, not yourself. If the Holy Spirit truly is in control, you will not pursue
carnal desires. You will be close to God and you will continually hear Him speaking to you.

In this chapter we have studied several verses of Scripture that explain the relationship
between hearing God’s voice and humility, praying consistently, keeping God first and yielding
control of your life to the Holy Spirit. In the next chapter we will study additional instructions

from God that will enable you to hear Him speaking to you.

Chapter 17

Fear God and Focus on Him

In the last two chapters we essentially profiled the lifestyle of a Christian who is able to
hear God’s voice. In this chapter we will continue this study by looking at what the Bible says
about the relationship between fearing God and consistently hearing His voice.

First we will explain what fearing God is. Fear usually is looked at as something that is
negative. Fearing God is completely positive. If you truly fear God, you revere Him. You hold
Him in constant awe. Your life revolves around Him.

Any person who is described by the words in the last three sentences will create a

spiritual atmosphere that is conducive to hearing God’s voice. “...the end of the matter is: Fear



God [revere and worship Him, knowing that He is] and keep His commandments, for this is the
whole of man [the full, original purpose of his creation, the object of God’s providence, the root
of character, the foundation of all happiness, the adjustment to all inharmonious circumstances
and conditions under the sun] and the whole [duty] for every man.” (Ecclesiastes 12:13 AMP)

Do you want to do exactly what God created you to do? God created you to fear Him,
revere Him and worship Him. He created you to obey His instructions. These vitally important
characteristics are the root of good character and “the foundation of a// happiness.” These
characteristics will enable you to cope with and adjust to anything and everything that happens in
your life. Living this way is the duty of every Christian. “Let all the earth fear the Lord [revere
and worship Him]; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.” (Psalm 33:8 AMP)

God instructs every person on earth to fear Him, revere Him and worship Him. If you are
in complete awe of God, you will revere Him at all times. You will worship Him continually.
“Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) is everyone who fears, reveres, and worships the Lord,
who walks in His ways and lives according to His commandments.” (Psalm 128:1 AMP)

God promises to bless every person who fears Him, reveres Him, worships Him and
obeys His instructions. This blessing includes hearing His voice. Your Father tells you exactly
what to do to receive His blessings. “The secret [of the sweet, satisfying companionship] of the
Lord have they who fear (revere and worship) Him, and He will show them His covenant and
reveal to them its [deep, inner] meaning.” (Psalm 25:14 AMP)

This verse and the amplification explain “the secret of a satisfying companionship of the
Lord.” If you truly fear God, He will reveal to you everything that He wants you to know. This
includes hearing His voice. “You who [reverently] fear the Lord, trust in and lean on the Lord!
He is their Help and their Shield.” (Psalm 115:11 AMP)

If you truly fear God and revere Him, you will trust Him completely. If you fear God and
trust Him, He will help you. He will protect you. One of the ways that God will help you is to
enable you to hear what He continually is saying to you. “Who is the man who reverently fears
and worships the Lord? Him shall He teach in the way that he should choose.” (Psalm 25:12
AMP)

If you truly fear God, you will hear Him teaching you and showing you the way that He
wants you to go. “The reverent, worshipful fear of the Lord leads to life, and he who has it rests

satisfied; he cannot be visited with [actual] evil.” (Proverbs 19:23 AMP)



You learned in Chapter 14 that Satan’s demons often speak to people. If you truly fear
God, Satan’s demons will not be able to influence you by what they are saying to you. “...
continue in the reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord all the day long.” (Proverbs 23:17 AMP)

Do you want to hear God speaking to you throughout every day of your life? If you do,
your lifestyle should be a lifestyle of consistently fearing God, revering Him, and worshiping
Him.

If you truly fear God and revere Him, you will focus on Him continually. You will not
allow anything to distract you from putting God in first place in your life and keeping Him there.
You will be like the psalmist who said, “My eyes are ever toward the Lord...” (Psalm 25:15
AMP)

You should put God first and keep Him first at all times. “...[earnestly] remember the
Lord and imprint Him [on your minds]...” (Nehemiah 4:14 AMP)

This verse and the amplification instruct you to “earnestly remember” the Lord. When
you do something earnestly, you are diligent and persistent about whatever you are doing. You
are instructed to imprint God on your mind. Every aspect of your life should revolve around the
intimacy of your relationship with God.

If you face a seemingly severe problem, absolutely refuse to focus on whatever problem
you face. You should be like Moses was when he approached the Red Sea with a very powerful
Egyptian army behind him, impassable mountains to his right and left and the deep Red Sea
ahead of him. “...he never flinched but held staunchly to his purpose and endured steadfastly as
one who gazed on Him Who is invisible.” (Hebrews 11:27 AMP)

Moses absolutely refused to focus on the seemingly overwhelming problems he faced. He
focused on God. Moses did not give up because he continually “gazed on Him Who is invisible.”

God honored the single-minded focus of Moses. God parted the waves of the Red Sea so
that Moses and the Israelites could pass safely through. When Pharaoh and his army came, the
water in the Red Sea returned to destroy them (see Exodus 14).

You should be like Moses. Some Christians go to church once or twice a week and spend
a few minutes in routine prayer each day, but the rest of their lives are focused on themselves,
their families, their vocation and different things in the world. Your Father wants every aspect of
your life to revolve around Him. Do not allow anyone or anything to come ahead of God.

This chapter contains 11 passages of Scripture instructing you to fear God, to focus on



God and to always keep God first in your life. This attitude is absolutely essential to hearing God
speaking to you continually. In the next chapter you will learn how to actually come into the

presence of God where you always will hear Him speaking to you.

Chapter 18
Praise God and Thank Him Continually

Christians who frequently grumble, gripe and complain block themselves from hearing
God’s voice. Your Father does not want you to complain. “Do all things without grumbling and
faultfinding and complaining [against God]...” (Philippians 2:14 AMP).

Please note the words ““all things” in this verse. If you complain, you actually are
complaining against God. He will cause everything to ultimately work out for the best if you
trust Him continually (see Romans 8:28).

Christians whose hearts are filled with gratitude to God will thank Him and praise Him
continually. Deep and continual gratitude in your heart will open your spiritual ears to hear what
God is saying to you.

You should be so grateful to God that you thank Him continually. Giving thanks to God
should be a way of life to you. “At all times and for everything giving thanks in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to God the Father.” (Ephesians 5:20 AMP)

You are instructed to thank God “at a/l times and for everything.” If what is happening
does not seem to be good, thank God in the name of Jesus Christ for His many promises to bring
you safely through whatever ordeal you face as you trust in Him (see Deuteronomy 28:13,
Proverbs 18:14, Isaiah 43:2-3, Romans 8:37, II Corinthians 2:14 and I John 5:4).

Whenever God tells you the same thing two or more times, He is emphasizing what He is
saying. “Thank [God] in everything [no matter what the circumstances may be, be thankful and
give thanks], for this is the will of God for you [who are] in Christ Jesus [the Revealer and
Mediator of that will].” (I Thessalonians 5:18 AMP)

Place all of your trust in God. He is in complete control. Thank God continually for
causing everything to work out for the best. Praise Him and thank Him regardless of what is
happening to you. “...let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of

our lips giving thanks to his name.” (Hebrews 13:15 KJV)



You make a spiritual sacrifice when you praise God continually and thank Him
continually, regardless of the circumstances that you face. If you praise God and thank Him at all
times, you are not allowing the circumstances in your life to dictate what comes out of your
mouth. God said, “He who brings an offering of praise and thanksgiving honors and glorifies
Me...” (Psalm 50:23 AMP)

In Hebrews 13:15, praise was referred to as a sacrifice. Praise is referred to here as an
offering. When you praise God and thank Him continually, you bring a spiritual offering to Him.
You honor God and glorify Him if you praise Him and thank Him at all times. God said, “The
people I formed for Myself, that they may set forth My praise..” (Isaiah 43:21 AMP)

This verse explains that God created you to praise Him. You saw in the last chapter that
God created you to fear Him. Your Father wants your attitude toward Him to be a continual
attitude of reverence and awe. He wants you to praise Him and thank Him continually. If the last
two sentences describe your lifestyle, you are living the way that God created you to live.

Christians who praise God and thank Him repeatedly will hear His voice much more
clearly and much more often than a person who does not consistently praise God and thank Him.
Your absolute awe of God should be reflected by praise and thanksgiving constantly flowing out
of your mouth. “Great is the Lord and highly to be praised...” (Psalm 145:3 AMP)

God is so great that our human vocabulary cannot even begin to describe the magnitude
of His majesty. If you can even begin to comprehend how awesome and magnificent God is, you
will praise Him and thank Him continually. “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have
their being” (Revelation 4:11 NIV)

God is worthy to receive your constant praise and thanksgiving. God created you. He
created everything in the entire universe. “From the rising of the sun to the going down of it and
from east to west, the name of the Lord is to be praised!” (Psalm 113:3 AMP)

You are instructed to praise God throughout the day and night. You are instructed to
praise God no matter where you are or what you are doing. Praising God should be a lifestyle for
you. “As the refining pot for silver and the furnace for gold [bring forth all the impurities of the
metal], so let a man be in his trial of praise [ridding himself of all that is base or insincere; for a
man is judged by what he praises and of what he boasts].” (Proverbs 27:21 AMP)

If your heart is filled with gratitude and you praise God continually, you will cleanse



yourself of spiritual impurities that can block you from hearing God’s voice. If you praise God
and thank Him continually instead of being discouraged by adversity, you will experience “...
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment [expressive] of praise
instead of a heavy, burdened, and failing spirit...” (Isaiah 61:3 AMP)

Praise God continually regardless of what is happening to you. Thank God continually.
Change the ashes in your life to beauty. Instead of mourning and being depressed, your heart will
be filled with joy. If you praise God continually and you trust Him completely, you will not have
“a heavy, burdened and failing spirit.”

Praise is the language of heaven. Everyone in heaven praises God continually. If you
praise God continually here on earth, you are doing what God instructs you to do.

I have centered my lifestyle around praise and thanksgiving. Whenever I get into my car
and turn on the ignition, recorded praise and worship music immediately begins to play. When I
drive my car, I praise God and thank Him continually. I have a substantial collection of praise
and worship music that I listen to at all times when I am driving and no one else is in the car with
me.

I also praise God and thank Him at night at the end of a busy day. Over the years Judy
and I have developed a large collection of praise and worship videos. We have approximately
100 Gaither praise and worship videos. These videos are outstanding (see www.gaither.com).

We also have obtained many additional praise and worship videos from other sources. I
watch these Southern gospel praise and worship videos most nights. Judy often joins me. As we
watch and listen to these videos, we enter into praise and worship ourselves.

The recorded music in my car and the videos that we watch at night provide a constant
atmosphere to praise God continually. Both of us are very grateful to God for everything in our
lives.

In the remainder of this chapter and the next chapter we will study some of the things that
God’s Word says about the relationship between consistently praising God, thanking God and
coming into His presence. There is no better place to hear God’s voice than when you are in His
presence. “Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful
unto him, and bless his name.” (Psalm 100:4 KJV)

This verse explains that you draw closer to God when you thank Him and that you

actually come into His presence when you praise Him continually. You thank God for all that He



has done. You praise Him for Who He is. A constant heartfelt offering of praise and
thanksgiving will bring you into God’s supernatural presence.

Is your heart filled with gratitude? Do you spontaneously praise God and thank Him
throughout every day and night of your life? “Let us come before His presence with
thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!” (Psalm 95:2 AMP)

Once again God explains that you come before His presence when you thank Him. This
verse emphasizes singing your praise to God. There is something about singing when you praise
God and worship Him that definitely brings you into His presence. “Blessed (happy, fortunate, to
be envied) are those who dwell in Your house and Your presence; they will be singing Your
praises all the day long....” (Psalm 84:4 AMP)

The words “dwell in Your house” in this verse indicate God’s desire for you to remain in
His presence. When you dwell in a place, you live there permanently. Each time that you come
into God’s presence, you will have more and more desire to come into His presence again and to
remain in His presence. “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with
gladness! Come before His presence with singing!” (Psalm 100:1-2 AMP)

Once again the emphasis is placed on coming into God’s presence through singing. Your
mouth should open every day and night of your life to thank God, to praise God and to sing
praise to God because your heart overflows with gratitude to Him. There is no question that your
Father wants you to sing your praises to Him continually. “Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!” (Psalm 47:6 AMP)

We often explain that God emphasizes through repetition. When God tells you four times
in one short verse of Scripture to sing your praises to Him, you can be certain that this is exactly
what your Father wants you to do.

In this chapter we have studied Scripture that explains the relationship between praising
God, thanking God and coming into His presence. There is no better place to hear God speaking
to you than to be in His presence. In the next chapter we will study additional Scripture

references pertaining to the presence of God.

Chapter 19

Be Calm, Quiet and Confident within Yourself



If you want to hear the voice of another person clearly, doesn’t it make sense that the best
place to hear what this person is saying is to be in the presence of this person? Hearing God’s
voice is no different. If you learn how to come into God’s presence, you will place yourself in a
spiritual position where you will continually hear what God is saying to you.

There is nothing in the spiritual realm that is greater than the awesome gift that all
Christians have been given to actually come into the presence of Almighty God. “The earth
trembled, the heavens also poured down [rain] at the presence of God; yonder Sinai quaked at
the presence of God, the God of Israel.” (Psalm 68:8 AMP)

This verse says that the earth actually trembled and that rain poured down from heaven
because of the presence of God. An earthquake took place on Mt. Sinai because of the presence
of God. The magnitude of the privilege of being able to enter into God’s awesome presence is
beyond the limits of our human comprehension. The shed blood of Jesus Christ has given you
the opportunity to come into the presence of God.

Do not take lightly the wonderful opportunity that you have been given to enter into
God’s presence and to hear Him speaking to you. The psalmist David said, “You have said, Seek
My face [inquire for and require My presence as your vital need]. My heart says to You, Your
face (Your presence), Lord, will I seek, inquire for, and require [of necessity and on the authority
of Your Word].” (Psalm 27:8 AMP)

God instructed David to seek His face and to require His presence as a “vital need.”
Coming into God’s presence is not a nice to have — it is a have to have. The amplification
explains that David would seek God and His presence “of necessity and on the authority of His
Word.” David said, “...in Your presence is fullness of joy, at Your right hand there are pleasures
forevermore.” (Psalm 16:11 AMP)

You cannot begin to comprehend with the limitations of your human understanding the
supernatural joy that will flood your heart when you are in the presence of God. Your heart will
sing with joy if you consistently turn away from the things of the world to come into God’s
presence. “...You will enrapture me [diffusing my soul with joy] with and in Your presence.”
(Acts 2:28 AMP)

The word “enrapture” consists of two parts — “en” and “rapture.” The prefix “en” means
“in.” The word “rapture” means to be carried away with joy. You will be carried away with joy if

you consistently come into the presence of God. The Bible says that “...times of refreshing (of



recovering from the effects of heat, of reviving with fresh air) may come from the presence of
the Lord” (Acts 3:19 AMP)

You know how you feel when you come into an air-conditioned room after you have
been outside in hot and humid weather. You know how you feel when you suddenly come into
fresh air after being in stale air. You will be completely refreshed if you consistently turn away
from everything in this lost and dying world to come into the glorious presence of God. “Seek
the Lord and His strength; yearn for and seek His face and to be in His presence continually!” (I
Chronicles 16:11 AMP)

Please note the words “yearn” and “continually” in this verse. You should yearn to come
into God’s presence and to remain there. God would not have instructed you to live in His
presence continually if doing this was not possible. Very few Christians live in God’s presence
continually.

Have a deep and sincere desire to hear God’s voice continually. There is no better place
to hear what God is saying to you than to be in His presence. “Humble yourselves [feeling very
insignificant] in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you [He will lift you up and make
your lives significant].” (James 4:10 AMP)

You will be very humble when you are in the presence of God. You will feel very
insignificant because you are in the awesome presence of Almighty God. When you truly are
humble because of the gift of coming into God’s presence that you did not earn and do not
deserve, God will exalt you. He will lift you up.

God will make your life meaningful and significant. He will speak to you constantly.
Great things will happen in your life if you hear God speaking to you continually.

Many of the scriptural instructions that must be obeyed to hear God’s voice also are
required to enter into God’s presence. At this time we will not go into additional instruction on
how to enter into God’s presence. This a separate subject that would require many chapters.

Our next book is tentatively titled Come into the Presence of God. We hope to have this
book in print within six months of the publication of You Can Hear God’s Voice. Depending on
when you read this book, the book on God’s presence should be available soon or might already
be in print. Please check our website: www.lamplight.net.

In the interim, if you would like additional scriptural instructions on entering into God’s

presence, we recommend our book titled What Does God Say?. This book contains 1,221 verses



of Scripture on 83 topics. One of these topics is titled PRESENCE OF GOD. Twelve Scripture
references on the presence of God are included. Each reference is accompanied by a simple and
easy-to-understand explanation.

We now are ready to study several verses of Scripture that explain the relationship
between being quiet and calm deep down inside of yourself and hearing the voice of God. God
speaks clearly to His children who are calm and quiet regardless of any adversity they face
because they trust Him completely. If you have an agitated mind for any reason, this tension will
block you from hearing God’s voice.

Some Christians are too active in the world. They go here. They go there. They do this.
They do that. They cannot hear what God is saying to them. *...his mind takes no rest even at
night. This is also vanity (emptiness, falsity, and futility)!” (Ecclesiastes 2:23 AMP)

Christians who hear God speaking to them do not allow circumstances in the world to
dominate their lives. They live their lives from the inside out, not from the outside in. In Chapter
14 you learned that God usually speaks to His children in a still, small voice. You can only hear
God’s still, small voice to the degree that you are quiet and calm within yourself.

You cannot force yourself to be quiet and calm. The only way that you can be calm and
quiet within yourself is to program yourself with God’s Word by obeying God’s instructions to
meditate day and night on His Word.

If you truly have a deep and sincere desire to hear God speaking to you, you should
carefully study and meditate on the following verses of Scripture. These verses explain how to be
quiet and calm within yourself. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; My [own] peace I now give
and bequeath to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid. [Stop allowing yourselves to be agitated and disturbed; and do not
permit yourselves to be fearful and intimidated and cowardly and unsettled.]” (John 14:27 AMP)

Jesus was speaking to His disciples when He spoke these words. This promise also
applies to your life today. If Jesus is your Savior, you can be certain that He has given you His
supernatural peace.

The amplification says that you should not allow yourself to be agitated. Do not permit
yourself to be afraid. You decide if you will be at peace inside of yourself because you are
receiving the supernatural peace that Jesus has given to you. Obey the advice that the apostle

Paul gave to the Thessalonians when he said, ““...we beg you, brethren, not to allow your minds



to be quickly unsettled or disturbed or kept excited or alarmed...” (I Thessalonians 2:1-2 AMP)

If you are focusing continually on God and meditating day and night on the magnificent
promises in His Word, you will not al/low yourself to be agitated by the circumstances that you
face. You will be quiet and calm. God said, “...be still, and know (recognize and understand)
that I am God...” (Psalm 46:10 AMP)

Whenever you are faced with a difficult problem, we recommend that you open your
mouth and say repeatedly, “Be still .... Be still ... Be still ... Bestill ... Be still ... Be still ...”
Speak God’s Word. Repeatedly say and do what God instructs you to say and do.

Your Father instructs you to be still because you know that He is Almighty God and
because you have absolute faith that He is in complete control of every circumstance. Do not
allow adversity to block you from hearing God’s voice. “...be calm and cool and steady, accept
and suffer unflinchingly every hardship” (II Timothy 4:5 AMP)

Please note the word “every” in this verse. Your Father wants you to be calm and quiet
inside of yourself whenever you face adversity. He does not want you to flinch or draw back. He
wants you to face all adversity with quiet confidence in Him because you know that He is with
you and because you trust Him completely. “...in quietness and in confidence shall be your
strength.” (Isaiah 30:15 KJV)

You hear God’s voice and you receive God’s strength to the degree that you are quiet and
calm inside of yourself because you trust God. You will block yourself from receiving God’s
supernatural strength and from hearing God’s voice if you allow yourself to be worried, fearful
and agitated because of the circumstances you face.

The strength of God is released in you, to you and through you when you are calm, quiet
and confident in the face of adversity. “You will guard him and keep him in perfect and constant
peace whose mind [both its inclination and its character] is stayed on You, because he commits
himself to You, leans on You, and hopes confidently in You.” (Isaiah 26:3 AMP)

Your Father promises that He will protect you and keep you in perfect peace at all times
if your mind is focused on Him continually and if you #rust Him completely. Christians who
consistently hear God speaking to them are focused on Him. They trust God completely.

Does your mind focus continually on God? Does every aspect of your life revolve around
your absolute certainty that God lives inside of you and that He will help you (see Psalm 1:21,

Isaiah 41:13, Hebrews 2:18, 4:16, and 13:6)? Your answer to these two questions will clearly



determine whether you will hear God speaking to you.

If you would like detailed scriptural instruction on how to be calm and quiet within
yourself, we have written several publications that will help you. We recommend our books
titled Quiet Confidence in the Lord and Exchange Your Worries for God’s Perfect Peace. We
also recommend our Scripture Meditation Cards that are titled Enjoy God’s Wonderful Peace and

Freedom from Worry and Fear and the CDs that go with each set of these Scripture cards.

Chapter 20
Final Thoughts on Hearing the Voice of God

In the previous 19 chapters we have shared many Scripture references with you
pertaining to hearing the voice of God. In this final chapter we would like to share some personal
experiences that we have had in hearing God’s voice.

I have heard God speaking to me several times each day for many years. This is Book
#26 that I have written or co-authored with Judy. From the very first Christian book that I wrote
almost 30 years ago, I have taken dictation from God.

I never had any formal training as a writer. I do the same thing writing books as I do
when I face any challenge in my life. I search for as many Scripture references as I can find
pertaining to a specific topic. I spend a significant amount of time searching for every applicable
verse of Scripture. I then organize this Scripture into subtopics that ultimately will develop into
chapters. I then pray daily asking God to speak to me and through me as I write each book.

I follow the outline of Scripture that I compiled. I have absolute faith that God will speak
to me and through me to develop the book. We normally do six drafts of each book. I write the
first two drafts. Judy then joins me in writing the next two drafts. I then write the final two drafts.

As I told you in Chapter 14, I have heard God speak to me in an audible voice only once
when He told me exactly where He wanted me to live. I am still in awe to know that we are
living in the home that definitely was selected for us by God.

I would like to tell you another interesting story of how I heard God’s voice and how God
confirmed that I had heard Him. Four and a half years ago, the dog that Judy and I had suddenly
became sick and died. Judy was preparing to leave for a trip two days later. I asked Judy if she

thought there was any way we could get another dog before she left.



That night Judy and I went online and looked at several dogs. We found one litter of dogs
that we liked. Judy said that she would drive to that dog rescue place the next day. If she liked
any of the dogs, she would bring the dog back and we could decide before she left on her trip.

After Judy left that day, I thought about what I would like to name our new dog. I would
like to have named the dog Jesus, but I knew I could not do that. God spoke to me quietly and
told me to name the dog J.C., the initials standing for Jesus Christ.

God cares about the little details in our lives just as loving parents care about the little
things in the lives of their children. I knew that I had heard from God. I felt very good about this
name for our new dog.

Judy knew nothing of this event. She was 30 miles away. She called to tell me about the
dog that she liked best. Judy described this dog in some detail. I asked if the dog had a name.
Judy said that the dog was named J.C.

I was absolutely amazed to know that this dog already was named J.C. I was certain then
that this was the dog that God had for us. The people at the dog rescue place had named the dog
after a musical group named J.C. I named him after Jesus Christ. I now would like to ask Judy to
share a very interesting story of an occasion when she clearly heard the voice of God.

Judy says, “In 1997 I was attending a yearly missions conference at our church where I
represented Lamplight Ministries. At the noon luncheon I usually met with missionaries to give
Lamplight books to take back to their countries. I heard within myself, ‘Don’t go to the luncheon
today.’ I thought this was very strange, but I heard it very clearly. So, I headed for my car. I ran
into Pastor Ebenezer from India face to face.

“Pastor Ebenezer had visited this church the day before and asked if he could attend the
conference. He was told that there were enough people from India and not to come. He was
shocked when he left. The next day as he was driving his rented car by the church, he heard
within himself, ‘Turn into the driveway.” He thought, “‘Why would I turn in there?’ Nevertheless
he turned into the driveway, parked, and got out of his car. That was when we bumped into each
other.

“We were both surprised. I gave Pastor Ebenezer some of our books. We knew that God
had something planned for India Gospel Fellowship (see www.igf.com) and Lamplight
Ministries. There is a lot more to this adventure that you can find on our website.

“Pastor Ebenezer read Trust God for Your Finances on the flight home to India. He then



translated it into the Tamil language. Two years later I traveled to India for the first time. Since
then I have made six more trips to India. I consider IGF my second home. God provided the
funds for the translation to be printed and distributed. I participated in the pastors’ conference
where the Tamil translation was distributed.

“Countless lives have been blessed because two people heard the voice of God and
obeyed His instructions. Two families, two ministries and two countries have been knit together
for their joy and God’s glory.”

The stories about our home, our dog and Pastor Ebenezer are clear indications of hearing
the voice of God. I now would like to share additional comments regarding the thousands of
times I have heard God’s voice over the years.

I can tell you from many years of experience that God often speaks to me at unlikely
times. God has spoken to me many times just before I was about to drop off to sleep, when I was
taking a shower, when my face was covered with shaving lather, when I was driving my car or
when I was doing some other routine task. I have found through experience that God often
speaks at a time when writing down what He says is not easy to do.

If I can give you one bit of advice above all else about hearing God’s voice, that advice
would be to instantly write down whatever God is saying to you. If you are sleepy and about to
drop off to sleep and God speaks to you, get up and write down what God said. If you are taking
a shower, get out of the shower and write down what God told you. If you are shaving, write it
down. No matter what you are doing, I urge you to instantly write down what God says.

I have learned that, if I do not immediately write down what God tells me, this thought
soon will fade away. I have learned from experience that this thought seldom comes back at a
later time. Hearing God’s voice is very important. Do not put off writing down what God says to
you.

I have learned the hard way the frustration of hearing God speak to me and losing this
precious information because I did not immediately write down what He said. After this
happened a few times, I made the decision to a/ways write down immediately what God says to
me, no matter how inconvenient doing this might be.

God has spoken to me many times just before I was about to drop off to sleep. At this
time, it would be easy not to write down what God has said because I am tired and I want to

sleep. No matter how tired I am, if God speaks to me, I turn on the light. I immediately write



down what God said.

I keep pads and pens all over our house. There are pads and pens in the family room and
in the living room. I always have pads next to my bed. I have several pads on my desk, in the
bathroom and in my car. I have learned over the years to have pads available at every
conceivable place where God could speak to me.

For many years I have carried a small leather memo pad and pen. I never leave the house
without this pad and pen. The pad and pen go with me at all times just as my car keys, wallet and
moneyclip go with me. I would not think of leaving our home without this pad and pen.

Another time that I have learned over the years to hear God’s voice is when I have lost or
misplaced something. Once again, God’s love for you is incredible. He cares about every little
detail in your life. Whenever I lose or misplace something, I stay calm. I say something like,
“Dear Father, You know exactly where this object is. I trust You completely. Please show me
where this object is. Thank You, dear Father, in the name of Jesus Christ.”

I have done this many times over the years. God inevitably tells me where the missing
object is. He often does not tell me as soon as I would like. I then calmly go on with my life,
trusting God’s timing just as I trust Him in every other area.

This final chapter does not contain any Scripture or any major concepts. Just the opposite.
We have shared many simple thoughts that are applicable to your everyday life. We are both
very grateful for the many times that God has spoken to us. We hope that the thoughts in this

chapter and the Scripture references in the preceding chapters will help you to hear God’s voice.

Conclusion

We invite you to go back and read this book again. If you have not already followed our
previous suggestions, we advise you to highlight or underline key scriptural thoughts pertaining
to hearing God’s voice. If you do, you will have identified the Scripture that is most important to
you for future study and meditation.

Your Father has instructed you to meditate day and night on His Word. If you yearn to
hear God’s voice every day and night, we advise you to pay the definite price to study and
meditate every day on these specific instructions that God has given to you.

God created you in His image. The more that you hear God’s voice and the more you



obey His instructions, the more Godlike you will become.
We pray that this book has helped you to hear God’s voice. Please pray about sharing a
copy of this book to help other people hear God’s voice.

Appendix

This book is filled with instructions and promises from God. However, if you have not

received Jesus Christ as your Savior, you cannot understand the scriptural truths that are



contained in this book. “...the mind of the flesh [with its carnal thoughts and purposes] is hostile
to God, for it does not submit itself to God’s Law; indeed it cannot.” (Romans 8:7 AMP)

Please notice the word “cannot” in this verse of Scripture. If Jesus is not your Savior, you
cannot understand and obey God’s instructions.

People who have not received Jesus Christ as their Savior are not open to the specific
instructions that God has given to us in the Bible. “...the natural, nonspiritual man does not
accept or welcome or admit into his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of
God, for they are folly (meaningless nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing them [of
progressively recognizing, understanding, and becoming better acquainted with them] because
they are spiritually discerned and estimated and appreciated.” (I Corinthians 2:14 AMP)

The words “does not accept or welcome or admit into his heart the gifts and teachings
and revelations of the Spirit of God” in this verse of Scripture are very important. Some people
are strongly opposed to the Bible and what it teaches. They look at Scripture references from the
Bible as “meaningless nonsense.” These people are incapable of learning great spiritual truths
from God until and unless they receive Jesus Christ as their Savior.

At the close of this Appendix we will explain exactly what you should do to receive Jesus
Christ as your Savior. If and when you make this decision, the glorious supernatural truths of the
Bible will open up to you. Jesus said, “...To you it has been given to know the secrets and
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.” (Matthew 13:11 AMP)

Jesus was speaking to you when He said that you can “know the secrets and mysteries of
the kingdom of heaven.” You must not miss out on the glorious privilege that is available to
every believer to know and understand the ways of God.

A spiritual veil blocks all unbelievers from understanding the things of God. “...even if
our Gospel (the glad tidings) also be hidden (obscured and covered up with a veil that hinders the
knowledge of God), it is hidden [only] to those who are perishing and obscured [only] to those
who are spiritually dying and veiled [only] to those who are lost.” (Il Corinthians 4:3 AMP)

When and if you receive Jesus Christ as your Savior, this spiritual veil is pulled aside.
“...whenever a person turns [in repentance] to the Lord, the veil is stripped off and taken away.”
(IT Corinthians 3:16 AMP)

If you obey the scriptural instructions at the end of this Appendix, Jesus Christ will

become your Savior. Everything in your life will become fresh and new. “...if any person is



[ingrafted] in Christ (the Messiah) he is a new creation (a new creature altogether); the old
[previous moral and spiritual condition] has passed away. Behold, the fresh and new has come!”
(IT Corinthians 5:17 AMP)

Instead of being opposed to the teachings of the holy Bible, you will be completely open
to these teachings. You will have a hunger and thirst to continually learn more supernatural
truths from the Word of God. “...I endorse and delight in the Law of God in my inmost self
[with my new nature].” (Romans 7:22 AMP)

Every person who has not received Jesus Christ as his or her Savior is a sinner who is
doomed to live throughout eternity in the horror of hell. God has made it possible for you to
escape this terrible eternal penalty. “...God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16
KIV)

God knew that everyone who lived on earth after Adam and Eve would be a sinner
because of the sins of Adam and Eve (see Romans 3:10-12). He sent His only Son to take upon
Himself the sins of the world as He died a horrible death by crucifixion. If you believe that Jesus
Christ paid the full price for your sins and if you trust Him completely for your eternal salvation,
you will live with Him eternally in the glory of heaven.

There is only one way for you to live eternally in heaven after you die — that is to receive
eternal salvation through Jesus Christ. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” (John 14:6 KJV)

If you trust in anyone or anything except Jesus Christ for your eternal salvation, you will
not live eternally in heaven. If you are reading these truths about living eternally in heaven
because of the price that Jesus Christ has paid for you, you must understand that the same God
Who created you actually is drawing you to come to Jesus Christ for eternal salvation. Jesus said,
“No one is able to come to Me unless the Father Who sent Me attracts and draws him and gives
him the desire to come to Me...” (John 6:44 AMP)

Are you interested in these spiritual truths about where you will live throughout eternity?
If you are, you can be certain that the same awesome God Who created you is drawing you to
Jesus Christ at this very moment.

Heaven is a glorious place. Everyone in heaven is perfectly healthy and very happy. “...

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,



nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
(Revelation 21:4 KJV)

All of the problems of earth will disappear when you arrive in heaven. No one in heaven
dies. No one in heaven is sad. No one in heaven cries. No one in heaven suffers from pain.

You will live eternally in one place or another when you die. If you do not receive Jesus
Christ as your Savior, you will live eternally in hell. People in hell will experience continual
torment throughout eternity. “...the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and
they have no rest day nor night...” (Revelation 14:11 KJV)

Everyone in heaven is filled with joy. Everyone in hell is miserable. Jesus described what
hell would be like when He said, “...there will be weeping and wailing and grinding of teeth.
(Matthew 13:42 AMP)

Throughout eternity the inhabitants of hell will weep and wail. They will grind their teeth
in anguish. Can you imagine living this way for the endless trillions of years of eternity? This is
exactly what will happen to you if you reject Jesus Christ as your Savior.

How do you receive eternal salvation through Jesus Christ? “...if you acknowledge and
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, trust in, and rely on
the truth) that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart a person
believes (adheres to, trusts in, and relies on Christ) and so is justified (declared righteous,
acceptable to God), and with the mouth he confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his
faith) and confirms [his] salvation.” (Romans 10:9-10 AMP)

You must believe in your heart (not just think in your mind) that Jesus paid the full price
for all of your sins when He was crucified. You must believe that God raised Jesus from the
dead. You must open your mouth and speak this truth that you believe in your heart. If you
believe in your heart that Jesus Christ died and rose again from the dead and that the price for
your sins has been paid for and you tell others that you believe this great spiritual truth, you have
been saved. You will live eternally in heaven.

If Jesus Christ was not your Savior when you began to read this book, we pray that He is
your Savior now. Your life will change immensely. You will never be the same again. Every
aspect of your life will be gloriously new.

Please let us know if you have become a child of God by receiving eternal salvation
through Jesus Christ. We would like to pray for you and welcome you as our new Christian

brother or sister. We love you and bless you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.



Study Guide
What Did You Learn From This Book?

The questions in this Study Guide are carefully arranged to show you how much you
have learned about hearing the voice of God. This Study Guide is not intended to be an
academic test. The sole purpose of the following questions is to help you increase your practical

knowledge pertaining to hearing the voice of God.

1. The Bible gives several instances of God speaking to people. Why should you believe
that He also is speaking to you today? (Malachi 3:6 and Acts 10:34)

2. Is God too busy to be able to talk to people individually? Can He talk to billions of
people throughout the world at the same time ? (Ephesians 4:6, Exodus 15:11, Jeremiah
32:17 and Amos 4:13)

3. How can you be certain that God knows every minute detail about you when He is
speaking to you? (Psalm 139:1-4 and Hebrews 4:13)

4. Why would the same awesome God Who created heaven and earth want to talk with you
individually every day of your life? (Psalm 8:3-4)

5. Why are unbelievers unable to hear the voice of God? (Isaiah 59:2)

6. How can you be certain that, if Jesus Christ is your Savior, you can hear God speaking to
you? (II Corinthians 5:17, Hebrews 8:12, John 8:47 and Matthew 13:11)

7. What does the Bible say about how often God speaks to you? (Job 33:14)

8. There is no question that God wants to speak to you. Why do you need to learn how to
hear His voice? (Revelation 3:20, Matthew 11:15 and Matthew 13:9)

9. Why should you pay careful attention to what you allow to come into your ears? Why

does your ability to hear God’s voice increase progressively? (Mark 4:24)



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
24.

25.

If Jesus Christ is your Savior, how can you be certain that God Himself is your loving
Father? (II Corinthians 6:18, Ephesians 2:19, I John 3:1, John 1:12-13, Ephesians 2:15
and Galatians 3:26)

If Jesus Christ is your Savior, how can you be certain the Holy Spirit lives in your heart?
(Galatians 4:6)

God very much wants you to listen to what He is saying to you. How important is it for
you to hear what God is saying to you? (Psalm 81:13 and Job 23:12)

What does the Bible say about God’s love for you? Why is your knowledge of God’s
love for you important in relation to hearing His voice? (Lamentations 1:22-23, John
17:23, Ephesians 3:17-19 and Isaiah 54:10)

Why should you have good reason to believe that God often will encourage you when He
speaks to you? (Romans 15:4-5 and Il Corinthians 7:6)

What does the Bible say about God teaching you when He talks to you? (John 5:30, John
6:45, Isaiah 48:17, Isaiah 50:4 and Psalm 32:8)

Why should you praise God and thank Him for teaching you? (Psalm 119:171)

Jesus Christ is our example in every area of our lives. What does Jesus say about the
importance of being taught by His Father? How does this statement apply to your life
today? (John 8:28)

What does the Bible say about God guiding you throughout your life? (Isaiah 30:20-21,
Psalm 48:14, Psalm 37:23 and Psalm 73:23-24)

What does the Bible say about God directing your steps? (Proverbs 16:9)

How often will God guide you? (Isaiah 58:11)

What does the Bible teach about God speaking to you when you face adversity? (Job
36:15)

Can you expect God to speak through you and give you the words you have to have when
you need them? (Exodus 4:12, Proverbs 16:1 and Matthew 10:19-20)

What does the Bible instruct you to do when you need wisdom from God? (James 1:5)
What does the Bible say in regard to the Holy Spirit knowing about the future? Will He
share this information with you? (John 16:13)

What is the relationship between expecting God to speak to you and actually hearing His
voice? (Hebrews 3:12, Matthew 8:13, Psalm 27:14 and Psalm 85:8)



26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.
33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

How does the biblical story of God speaking to a young boy named Samuel apply to your
ability to hear God speaking to you? (I Samuel 3:3-10)

What does God promise to His children who faithfully listen every day for His voice?
(Proverbs 8:33-34 and Isaiah 55:3)

God wants each of His children to learn how to hear His voice. What does He promise to
do throughout every day of your life if you expect to hear Him speaking to you and if you
do everything you can to learn and obey His instructions pertaining to hearing His voice?
(IT Chronicles 16:9, Jeremiah 33:3, Proverbs 4:13)

How can you be certain that the voice you are hearing is the voice of God? How does the
biblical analogy of a sheep and the voice of its shepherd apply to your certainty that you
are hearing God’s voice? (John 10:2-5 and 10:27)

You know the voices of people who are close to you. Why is it important for you to
continually draw closer to God instead of having a distant relationship with Him or no
relationship at all if you sincerely desire to hear His voice? (Job 36:26 and Mark 7:6)
What does the Bible say about Jesus Christ giving you the privilege to progressively
know God more intimately? (I John 5:20)

What are you instructed to do so that God will come close to you? (James 4:8)

How do you become one with God and therefore hear His voice much more clearly? (I
Corinthians 6:17 and Deuteronomy 13:4)

The Bible instructs you to be zealous to know the Lord. What does the word “zealous”
mean? How does this instruction apply to your relationship with the Lord? (Hosea 6:3
and Hebrews 11:6)

What does the Bible mean when you are instructed to abide in God? Do these words
describe your relationship with God? (I John 2:27)

What provision has God made for you to escape from the moral decay that pervades the
world today? (II Peter 1:4)

What does the Bible say about God being the Author of the Bible? Why did God inspire
the Bible? (Il Timothy 3:16-17)

The Word of God is filled with the supernatural power of God. How is this supernatural
power released in your life? (Hebrews 4:12 and I Thessalonians 2:13)

What did Jesus Christ say about the relationship between your knowledge of the Bible
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and your ability to hear His voice? (John 18:37)

Everything in the world is temporary. How can you be certain that the Bible is eternal?
(Matthew 24:35 and I Peter 1:23)

What does the word “sanctification” mean? Why should you consistently sanctify
yourself so that you will hear what God is saying to you? (John 17:17, John 8:32 and
Romans 8:7-8)

What did Jesus tell the Pharisees about why they did not hear God’s voice? How does
this comment apply to your life? (John 5:37-38)

Why did God tell you that you should tremble at His Word? How does reverence for the
Word of God affect your ability to hear God’s voice? (Psalm 119:161, Proverbs 13:13,
Isaiah 66:2 and Isaiah 66:5)

What is the relationship between consistently studying the Bible and understanding the
ways of God that are very different and very much higher than the ways of the world?
(Isaiah 55:8-9)

What are you instructed to do in regard to the price that you pay when you study the
Bible? (II Timothy 2:15)

How will your life be changed if you consistently renew your mind in the Word of God?
(Romans 12:2)

How frequently should you renew your mind by studying the Word of God? (Ephesians
4:22-24 and II Corinthians 4:16)

What is the relationship between understanding the ways of God and consistently
studying and meditating on the Word of God? (Psalm 119:130)

Why is it important for you to continually store up the Word of God in your mind and
your heart? (Deuteronomy 11:18, Colossians 3:16 and Deuteronomy 30:14)

How often did the psalmist meditate on the Word of God? (Psalm 119:97)

What did God instruct Joshua to do when he succeeded Moses as the leader of Israel?
What did God promise if Joshua obeyed these instructions? How does this promise apply
to your life today, particularly in regard to your ability to hear the voice of God? (Joshua
1:8)

The Bible says that, if you delight in the Word of God and meditate day and night on the

Word of God, you will be like a tree that is planted next to a stream of water. How does
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this analogy apply to the blessings that you will receive if you meditate day and night on
the Word of God? (Psalm 1:2-3)

What does God promise to His children who consistently obey the instructions in His
Word and seek Him wholeheartedly? (Psalm 119:2)

What is the relationship between becoming better acquainted with God and obeying His
instructions? (I John 2:3-4)

The Bible instructs you to walk uprightly. What does the word “uprightly” mean? What
is the relationship between walking uprightly and hearing God’s voice? (Psalm 84:11)
What is the relationship between consistently obeying God’s instructions, seeking God’s
will for your life, and hearing the voice of God? (I John 3:22)

What does the Bible say about Christians who place themselves in a spiritual position to
be deceived by Satan and the relationship between doing what the Word of God says
instead of just listening to its instructions? (James 1:22)

What does God promise if you will consistently obey the instructions that He gives you
in His Word? (Exodus 19:5 and Deuteronomy 28:1-2)

What does the Bible say about the relationship between the food that you eat and living in
obedience to God’s instructions? (Deuteronomy 8:3)

What does God promise to you if you carefully listen to His voice and obey His
instructions? (Deuteronomy 15:4-5 and Jeremiah 7:23)

What is the relationship between having a humble and teachable heart and hearing the
voice of God? (Hebrews 3:15)

How do you show your love for God? (I John 5:3)

What is the relationship between the length and quality of your life and loving God,
obeying God’s voice and clinging to God continually? (Deuteronomy 30:20)

God wants to reveal great hidden truths to you. What is the relationship between learning
these truths and your ability to hear God’s voice? (Mark 4:22-23)

What is the relationship between your spiritual maturity and consistently hearing the
voice of God? (Luke 8:18 and Hebrews 5:11-12)

What does the Bible say about heaven being your real home if Jesus Christ is your
Savior? Why should you consistently turn away from things in the world? (Philippians
3:20, Psalm 119:18-19, John 15:19 and I Peter 2:11)87
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What influence can Satan and his demons have on your ability to hear God? (Ephesians
5:15-16 and I John 5:19)

What is the relationship between turning away from external and superficial things in the
world and being able to hear God speaking to you? (Romans 12:2, I Samuel 12:20-21, 11
Timothy 3:4, I Timothy 6:20, I John 2:15-16 and Colossians 2:20)

Where should your focus be instead of focusing on things in the world? Why should you
consistently separate yourself from unbelievers if you truly desire to hear what God is
saying to you? (Colossians 3:2 and II Corinthians 6:17)

What did Jesus do when a large crowd came to Him to be healed that clearly indicated
the importance He placed on quiet time with God? Why should what Jesus did here affect
the priorities in your life? (Luke 5:15-16 and Luke 6:12)

What principle did Jesus explain in the story about Mary and Martha that applies to your
life today and your ability to hear God’s voice? (Luke 10:38-42)

The Bible instructs you to pursue consecration and holiness and to sanctify yourself.
What do these words mean? How do these instructions apply to your life today and your
ability to hear God speaking to you? (Hebrews 12:14 and Joshua 3:5)

Why should your daily quiet time with God be a necessity, not an option? (I Chronicles
22:19 and Psalm 23:2-3)

The Bible refers several times to quiet time with God in the morning. Why is quiet time
in the morning, as opposed to other times in the day, especially important? (Mark 1:35,
Job 7:17-18, Psalm 5:3, Psalm 143:8 and 119:148)

Some people find that they are lonely when they first begin setting aside quiet time to be
with God each day. What did Jesus Christ say about this subject? (John 16:32)

When you hear the voice of God, are you normally hearing God speak to you from His
throne in heaven? (Jeremiah 23:23)

If Jesus Christ is your Savior, how can you be certain that God lives in your heart and
that He speaks from within you? (Ephesians 4:6, Zephaniah 3:17 and Luke 17:21)

Who is the hidden person of the heart? How does your awareness of this hidden person
affect your ability to hear God? (I Peter 3:4)

What did Jesus say about the importance of focusing continually on the indwelling

presence of God and the result that doing this will have in your life? (John 14:10)
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Can you be certain that God is with you at all times? Will He ever leave you or forsake
you? (Genesis 28:15, Joshua 1:5 and Joshua 1:9)

In addition to God living in your heart, how can you know that Jesus also lives in your
heart and that the Holy Spirit lives in your heart? Why should every aspect of your life
revolve around your absolute certainty that God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit live in
your heart? (Acts 17:28, Ephesians 3:17, I Corinthians 3:16 and Colossians 2:10)

What does the Bible say about certain instances when the voice of God was
supernaturally loud? (Job 37:2-4, John 12:29 and Ezekiel 43:2)

When God speaks to you, does He usually speak in a loud voice? Does God often speak
audibly to you? (I Kings 19:12)

What does the Bible say about how Satan spoke to Jesus in an attempt to influence Him?
(Matthew 4:1-4)

What does the Bible say about Satan speaking directly to Judas Iscariot in an attempt to
influence him? What was the result of Satan speaking to Judas? (John 13:2)

Satan and his demons are still in the atmosphere around the world. They have not gone
anywhere. Satan’s demons will speak to you, trying to influence you. How can you tell
whether what you are hearing comes from Satan’s demons or from God? (John 8:44)
What relationship does the amount of the Word of God that is stored up in your heart
have on identifying the voices of Satan’s demons and not being influenced by what they
say? (I John 2:14, Psalm 17:4 and John 10:10)

What happened to the Israelites when they refused to listen to God? How does this
principle apply to your life today? (Psalm 81:11-12 and Hebrews 12:25)

What is the relationship between doing what the Word of God instructs you to do and
doing what seems right to you based on human wisdom and logic? How does the answer
to this question influence your ability to hear the voice of God? (Proverbs 14:12 and I
Corinthians 3:19-20)

Many people make decisions based on traditional worldly thinking and block themselves
from hearing the voice of God. What did Jesus say to a group of Pharisees about the
effect that traditional thinking has on the Word of God? (Mark 7:9 and Mark 7:13)

Why does pride block people from hearing the voice of God? (I Peter 5:5)

What does the Bible say about consistently fearing and revering God and hearing His
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voice and having a hard heart and not hearing God’s voice? (Proverbs 28:14, Hebrews
3:7-8 and Hebrews 4:7)

What is the relationship between you having a humble heart and hearing God speaking to
you? (Psalm 138:6, Proverbs 3:34, Proverbs 14:6 and Psalm 25:9)

If you are not hearing the voice of God and you consistently pray to God asking Him to
teach you how to hear His voice, what effect will these prayers of faith have in your life?
(Proverbs 15:8 and John 15:7)

What is the relationship between God being in first place in your life ahead of anyone or
anything else and hearing God’s voice? (Exodus 20:3, Matthew 6:33, John 3:30,
Colossians 1:18, Deuteronomy 4:29 and Isaiah 58:13-14)

What is the relationship between yielding control of your life to the Holy Spirit and
hearing the voice of God? (Romans 8:9 and Galatians 5:16)

The Bible says that God created you to fear Him. What does this mean? What is the
relationship between fearing God and hearing His voice? (Ecclesiastes 12:13, Psalm 33:8,
Psalm 128:1, Psalm 25:14, Psalm 115:11, Psalm 25:12, Proverbs 19:23 and Proverbs
23:17)

What is the relationship between focusing continually on God, your life revolving around
the intimacy of your relationship with God and hearing God’s voice? (Psalm 25:15,
Nehemiah 4:14 and Hebrews 11:27)

Why do Christians who frequently complain block themselves from hearing God
speaking to them? Who are you actually complaining about whenever you complain?
(Philippians 2:14)

How often should you give thanks to God? (Ephesians 5:20 and I Thessalonians 5:18)
What does the Bible mean when it refers to the sacrifice of praise? What does the Bible
mean when it refers to an offering of praise? Why should you praise God and thank Him
continually? (Hebrews 13:15 and Psalm 50:23)

What else does the Bible teach about what God created you to do in addition to creating
you to fear Him? (Isaiah 43:21)

Why is God worthy of your praise? (Psalm 145:3 and Revelation 4:11)

How often should you praise the Lord? (Psalm 113:3)

What effect will consistent heartfelt praise to God have on the spiritual condition of your
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heart? (Proverbs 27:21 and Isaiah 61:3)

What is the relationship between a grateful heart that continually thanks and praises God
and entering into God’s presence? (Psalm 100:4)

What does the Bible say about singing your praise to God? (Psalm 95:2, Psalm 84:4,
Psalm 100:1-2 and Psalm 47:6)

The presence of God is awesome. What does the Bible say happened to the earth, to
heaven and to Mount Sinai in the presence of God? (Psalm 68:8)

God has given you the opportunity to consistently enter into His awesome presence. How
important should entering into God’s presence be to you? (Psalm 27:8)

What does the Bible say about the relationship between your heart being filled with joy
and coming into the presence of God? (Psalm 16:11, Acts 2:28 and Acts 3:19)

How often should you seek to be in God’s presence? (I Chronicles 16:11)

If you are very humble because of the awesomeness of the opportunity that you have
been given to be in the presence of God, how will God react to your humility? What is
the relationship between this humble attitude, being in the presence of God and your
ability to hear God’s voice? (James 4:10)

What is the relationship between being calm and quiet because of your confidence in the
Lord and your ability to hear His voice? (Ecclesiastes 2:23, John 14:27, II Thessalonians
2:1-2, Psalm 46:10, IT Timothy 4:5 and Isaiah 30:15)

What does God promise will happen in your life if your mind is consistently focused on

Him and you trust Him completely? (Isaiah 26:3)
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